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COMMON  REFERENCE:  Nuremburg  (Nurnberg). 


TYPE  OPERATION:  Offensive,  Deliberate  Attack,  MOOT. 


OPPOSING  FORCES ;  D. S . : 


7th  Amy 
XV  Corps 
3d  Inf  Dlv 
7th  Inf  Regt 
15th  Inf  Regt 
30th  Inf  Regt 
45 th  Inf  Dlv 
157th  Inf  Regt 
179th  Inf  Regt 
180th  Inf  Regt 
19 1st  TK  BN 
645th  TD  BN 


XXI  Corps 
4 2d  Inf  Dlv 
222d  Inf  Regt 
232d  Inf  Regt 
24 2d  Inf  Regt 
14th  Armd  Dlv 
106th  Cav  Gp 
158th  FA  BN 
160th  FA  BN 
171st  FA  BN 
189th  FA  BN 
283d  FA  BN 
250th  FA  BN 


German:  Amy  Group  C 

Ist  Amy 
LXXXII  Corps 

17th  SS  Pz  Gren  Dlv  "Gotz  von 
Berllchlngen" 

2d  Mtn  Dlv  (Remnants) 

BG  36th  Volksgrenadler  Dlv 
BG  256th  Volksgrenadler  Dlv 
BG  719th  Voksgrenadler  Dlv 
Nuremburg  Combat  Command  (Includes 
Remnants  of  31  mlsc  units,  armed 
civilians  and  approximately  100-99 
mm  flak  guns  controlled  by  the 
commander  and  staff  of  the  9th 
^  V  Volksgrenadler  Dlv. 
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SYNOPSIS:  U.S.  Seventh  Army  conducted  a  double  envelopment,  during  the 

period  16-20  April  45,  using  the  XV  and  XXI  Corps,  to  Isolate 
and  eventually  reduce  the  key  political  and  communications 
center  of  Nuremburg.  The  German  Intent  was  to  prevent  the 
city's  capture  using  all  readily  available  manpower,  to 
Include  amed  civilians.  Heavy  anti-tank  fires  from 
approximately  one  hundred  88-mm  flak  guns,  strengthened  the 
German  positions.  Seizure  of  the  city  by  U.S.  forces 
required  extensive  house  to  house  fighting  against  a 
well  entrenched  and  politically  motivated  enemy.  Heavy 
use  of  artillery,  armor,  and  tactical  alrpower,  coupled 
with  almost  constant  building  to  building  engagements 
by  Infantry  forces  makes  this  an  excellent  example  of 
military  operations  In  urban  terrain,  '  i  , 
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I.  Introduction  to  th«  Battla  o-f  Nuremburg 

In  th«  -four  w«»ks  which  -followed  it»  crossing  o-f  the  Rhine 
(26  March  1945),  the  U.S.  Seventh  Army  drove  rapidly  and  deeply 
into  southern  Germany.  As  part  o-f  Lieutenant  General  Jacob 
Devers'  Sixth  Army  Group,  the  Seventh  Army  had  the  mission  o-f 
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Eisenhower,  CcuSiidS  ID  EuCOBfi  »  page  393. 


protecting  the  right  -flank  o-f  Bradley’s  Twel-fth  Army  Group  and  o-f 
clearing  southern  Germany  o-f  enemy  -forces. 

By  mid-April,  the  First  German  Army  o-f  Army  Group  G  had 
managed  to  maintain  coordination  among  the  fragmentary  units  and 
battle  groups  that  stretched  from  the  Lowenstein  Hills  near 
Stuttgart  to  Nuremburg.  Although  there  was  no  firm  evidence  that 
the  Germans  were  withdrawing  to  the  National  Redoubt  in  the 
Alpine  region  of  Bavaria,  Seventh  Army  had  the  mission  of 
piercing  the  German  line  and  securing  Nuremburg. 

Beginning  in  late  March,  the  U.S.  Seventh  Army  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  General  Alexander  Patch  struck  a  series  of 
hammer-like  blows,  one  of  which  was  aimed  at  Nuremburg.  The 
forces  in  Nuremburg  received  orders  from  Hitler  to  hold  to  the 
last  man.  During  the  period  16-20  April,  the  Seventh  Army 
conducted  a  classic  double  envelopment,  using  XV  and  XXI  Corps, 
to  isolate  and  eventually  secure  the  important  German  political 
and  communications  center. 

In  the  strategic,  oper&'tional ^  and  tactical  analysis  of  the 
battle,  several  important  factors  emerge.  On  the  strategic 
level,  the  loss  of  Nuremburg  led  to  the  collapse  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  German  First  Army.  General  George  S.  Patton's  Third 
U.S.  Army  also  benefitted  from  the  capture  of  Nuremburg  as 
Bradley  re-directed  the  Third  Army  to  advance  into  the  gap  which 
now  existed  between  the  German  First  and  Seventh  Armies.  The 
Third  Army  was  ready  to  exploit  the  gap  with  full  force  on  23 
April,  though  Patton's  drive  actually  began  as  early  as  the  19th. 
On  the  operational  level,  the  double  envelopment  conducted  by 
Major  General  Wade  Haislip's  XV  Corps  and  Major  General  Frank  W. 
Milburn’s  XXI  Corps  was  a  masterpiece  of  military  execution. 
Although  Nuremburg  could  only  be  reduced  by  close  combat  in  an 
urban  environment,  the  postioning  of  Seventh  Army's  units 
prohibited  any  German  escape. 

Tactically,  the  dedication  of  the  individual  soldier 
demonstrated  that  ground  forces  were  still  the  dominant  force  in 
warfare.  Intense  street-to-street  fighting  proved  a  severe  test 
for  the  individual  soldier,  American  and  German  alike.  In  the 
final  analysis,  small  units  of  fire  team  and  squad  size, 
supplemented  by  heavy  artillery  and  concentration,  were 
successful  in  reducing  the  city. 

The  battle  of  Nuremburg  is  not  a  well  documented  subject. 
Several  secondary  sources  are  available.  The  most  recent 
publication  is  Russell  Weigley's  ELaeabBUSCHS  LLBUteDSDlS  which 
places  the  battle  within  the  overall  framework  of  Allied 

strategy.  Charles  MacDonald  provides  an  excellent  analysis  of 
the  battle  in  Ibe  Lasll  QilBQSl^e  Mary  H.  Williams  has 

compiled  a  chronology  of  the  war's  engagements  in  CtlCQQQLQfly 
125lzl253  •  Both  MacDonald's  and  Williams'  works  are  volumes  in 

the  series  UQltfid  StatBS  fiCDUY  LD  WocLd  «ac  11  •  On  the  Allied 
side,  Eisenhower  and  Bradley  provide  sketchy  references  to  the 


■fighting  around  Nuromburg.  Un-f  ortunately,  no  doflnitiva 
biography  of  Jacob  Devers,  the  Sixth  Army  Group  Commandar,  axista 
although  Brigadiar  Ganaral  Thomas  E.  Griass  (Ret.)  is  currently 
examining  the  career  of  Devers.  The  best  source  on  General 
Patch,  the  commander  of  Seventh  Army,  is  Charles  F.  Romanus’ 

BiQgCdDbiCSl  SuaUDdC^  QQ  SeOfiCAl  dlSiiaDdfii:  Eatcb  *  prepared  in 

1970  and  on  file  in  the  U.S.  Army's  Center  of  Military  History. 
No  detailed  biographies  of  the  German  participants  are  readily 
aval 1  able. 

□n  the  operational  and  tactical  levels,  there  are  a  number  of 
available  sources  based  on  the  unit  histories  of  the  combat 
forces  involved  in  the  battle  of  Nuremburg.  Hjg  SfiJCfiQttl  UOLlltd 
Stages  dCfflyzBsCQCt  fi£  OBecatiSOS  »  published  in  three  volumes,  is 
a  good  beginning.  Volume  ill  examines  the  Army's  combat  in 
Germany  during  the  latter  months  of  the  war.  In  addition,  the 
Combined  Arms  Research  Library  (CARL)  at  Fort  Leavenworth  carries 
the  divisional  and  corps  histories  of  the  American  units  involved 
in  the  operation.  Since  XV  Corps  of  the  Seventh  Army  had  the 
actual  responsibility  for  the  reduction  of  Nuremburg,  a 

researcher  should  consult  the  BSBBCt  ditSC  CfilObatA  CfiCBS  » 
which  is  an  after-action  report  of  the  XV  Corps  for  the  entire 
war.  This  report  gives  a  detailed  monthly  account  of  the  corps 
activities.  Unfortunately,  these  after-action  reports  are  not 
accompanied  by  maps,  but  divisional  operations  are  discussed  in 
sufficient  detail  for  the  reader  to  have  a  clear  picture  of  the 
operation.  CARL  also  has  the  45th  Infantry  Division's,  14 
Armored  Division’s,  and  the  3rd  Infantry  Division’s  after-action 
reports  on  file.  All  of  these  reports  include  all  operations 
orders,  corps  directives,  and  narratives  of  the  fighting  in 
Nuremburg.  The  30th  Infantry  Regiment's  operations  report  is 
also  on  file  at  CARL.  Finally,  the  3rd  Infantry  Division's 

report  is  on  microfilm.  A  subordinate  unit  of  the  3rd  Infantry 
Division,  the  30th  Infantry  Regiment  played  an  improtant  role  in 
the  urban  combat  for  Nuremburg.  This  report  was  written  by  the 
unit’s  commander.  Colonel  Lionel  C.  McGarr,  and  offers  the  best 
description  of  the  fighting  from  the  perspective  of  the 
individual  soldier.  Included  in  the  operations  reports  are 
journals  from  the  various  regimental  staff  sections.  Other 
primary  sources  concerning  the  American  forces  are  available. 
CARL  also  maintains  G-2  estimates  by  the  Sixth  Army  Group,  as 
well  as  copies  of  the  Seventh  Army's  field  orders.  All  the 
reports  outlining  the  activities  of  the  American  units  were 
compiled  during  or  shortly  after  the  surrender  of  Nuremburg  on  20 
April.  In  addition,  the  U.S.  Army  Military  Institute  at 

Carlisle,  Pennsylvania  maintains  copies  of  documents  related  to 
the  battle  for  U.S.  divisions  and  regiments  that  participated  in 
the  battle.  Copies  of  the  bistflC^  Bi  ths  Ibicd  iDiflOtcy 
QiylsiQD  And  Eego  EfidAls  tg  &eccbtBsg£dBD«.  B  bis&Qcy  gi  j;bB 
Ssysotb  UoitBd  StatBS  loiBotcy  !□  istgcld  Mac  II  were  obtained 
from  Colonel  Joseph  E.  Martin  (Ret.),  a  company  commander  in  the 
Seventh  Infantry  during  the  Battle  of  Nuremburg.  These  histories 
provide  a  great  deal  of  insight  into  the  tactical  operations  in 
and  around  the  city. 
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Although  ths  Sarman  reports  are  not  as  numerous,  there  are  a 
number  of  after — action  reports  and  interrogations  of  the 

principal  German  commanders.  From  these  the  researcher  can  gain 
a  flavor  of  the  enemy  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Nuremburg. 
However,  one  must  remember  that  most  of  the  official  German 
records  were  destroyed  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  comments  of 
the  German  generals  were  based  on  pure  memory.  Researching  the 
German  reports  is  slow,  and  accuracy  is  further  hindered  because 
many  have  never  been  translated  into  English.  The  German 
generals  who  did  speak  did  not  have  their  own  campaign  maps? 
therefore  exact  locations  may  be  slightly  erroneous.  In 
addition,  the  reader  must  realize  that  the  Battle  of  Nuremburg 
occurred  near  the  end  of  the  war.  German  forces  were 

surrendering  in  record  numbers  and  the  remnants  of  the  surviving 
corps  and  divisions  were  often  intermingled.  In  many  cases, 
German  commanders  were  often  confused  as  to  the  actual 

composition  of  the  farces  under  their  command.  Nuremburg  is  a 
strong  case  in  point,  since  the  fighting  was  conducted  by  an  odd 
mixture  of  civilian  and  military  personnel. 
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When  actual  warfare  was  carried  into  the  Reich  territories, 
OKW  (Supreme  Headquarters  of  the  Wehrmacht)  appointed  special 
Combat  Commanders  for  such  localities,  towns,  and  areas  which 
appeared  to  be  strategically  important.  Dae  to  its  importance  as 
a  communications  center  and  as  a  shrine  of  National  Socialism, 
Nuremburg  received  special  attention  by  Hitler,  who  directed  it 
be  defended  to  the  last  man.  Early  in  his  rule.  Hitler  selected 
Nuremburg  as  the  shrine  of  the  Nazi  Party.  Nuremburg  became  the 
distribution  center  for  Nazi  laws  and  propoganda,  and  numerous 
party  organization  meetings  and  rallies  occurred  in  the  city.  In 
many  respects,  Nuremburg  became  the  capitol  of  the  Third  Reich. 
The  13th  SS  Corps  had  overall  responsibility  for  the  defense  of 
the  city.  CARL  maintains  files  on  the  13th  SS  Corps,  as  well  as 
the  divisions  and  battle  groups  which  participated  in  the 
fighting.  As  previously  stated,  these  records  are  based  on  the 
interrogations  of  the  commanders  immediately  following  the  war 
and  may  be  subject  to  error. 

Two  of  the  more  illuminating  reports  of  the  contest  for 
Nuremburg  and  the  surrounding  vicinity,  are  reports  compiled  from 
the  interrogation  of  Ludwig  Graf  Von  Ingelhern,  the  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  LXXXIl  Corps.  Colonel  Von  Ingelhern  discusses  the 
operations  of  the  German  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Nurmeburg,  but 
does  not  examine  the  actual  contest  for  the  city.  General  Herman 
Foertsch,  the  commander  of  First  Army,  who  had  overall 
responsibility  for  the  defense  of  the  Nuremburg  sector,  presents 
an  excellent  portrayal  of  the  deplorable  state  of  German  forces 
in  April,  1945.  His  report  is  a  necessity  for  understanding  the 
condition  of  the  Wehrmacht  and  the  difficulty  encounteret  by 
German  commanders  who  were  attempting  to  stem  the  tide  r»f  the 
American  advance.  There  are  three  divisional  reports,  all  by  the 
divisional  commanders,  outlining  the  activities  of  the  256 
Vol ksgrenadier ,  36th  Volksgrenadier,  and  2d  Mountain  Divisions. 
These  reports,  however,  discuss  the  respective  unit's  operations 
in  the  vicinity  of  Nuremburg  and  say  very  little  about  the  city 
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CARL  also  maintains  interrogation  reports,  many  o-f  which  are 
in  German,  by  the  commander  o-f  Army  Group  G  and  the  13  SS  Corps. 
General  Freidrich  Schultze,  Army  Group  G  Commander*,  describes  the 
condition  o-f  his  three  armies,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  -folly  to  continue  resistance  in  a  hopeless  situation. 
General  Simon,  the  13th  SS  Corps  Commander,  describes  the  actual 
fighting  in  Nuremburg.  However,  as  is  the  case  with  most  of  the 
other  interrogation  reports,  the  contest  for  Nuremburg  did  not 
seem  to  be  as  Important  to  the  German  commanders  as  it  was  to 
their  American  countetparts.  To  the  German  Army,  Nuremburg  was 
only  one  section  of  the  rapidly  constructed  defensive  line. 
Politically,  it  was  chosen  by  the  Nazi  Party  to  become  a 
defensive  stronghold.  Neither  Army  Group  G  nor  1st  Army  attached 
special  significance  to  the  defense  of  the  city.  But  it  was 
hoped  that  a  strong  defense  would  stall  the  American  advance. 

In  summary,  CARL  is  an  excellent  repository  for  unit 
histories  and  after-action  reports  by  the  major  commands  that 
participated  in  the  Nuremburg  battle.  As  previously  mentioned, 
some  German  histories  and  reports  need  to  be  accurately 
translated  to  insure  future  research  is  enhanced.  Many  sketch 
maps  referenced  in  the  reports  should  be  located  and  placed  in 
appropriate  files  to  further  document  the  battle.  Secondary 
sources  are  limited,  and  no  study  has,  as  yet,  attempted  to 
analyze  the  battle  from  the  strategic,  operational,  and  tactical 
levels  of  warfare. 

II.  The  Strategic  Setting 

BACKGROUND 

The  American  armies  that  crossed  the  Rhine  in  March,  1945 
were  the  most  powerful  and  professional  that  the  United  States 
ever  fielded.  As  part  of  the  last  great  offensive  in  the  western 
European  theater,  the  U.S.  Seventh  Army  under  LTG  Alexander  Patch 
played  an  important  role  in  the  final  reduction  of  Hitler’s 
Germany.  In  mid-April  1945,  Seventh  Army  swept  into  southern 
Germany  and  approached  the  city  of  Nuremburg.  The  struggle  for 
Nurmeburg  became  a  classic  illustration  of  the  problems  involved 
in  conducting  combat  operations  in  urban  areas. 

BASIS  FOR  OPERATIONS 

March,  1945  witnessed  the  Allied  crossing  of  the  Rhine,  the 
last  natural  barrier  protecting  the  western  German  heartland. 
The  failure  of  the  Wehrmacht  to  successfully  defend  this  obstacle 
seemed  to  symbolize  the  total  inability  of  the  German  nation  to 
continue  waging  war.  Crossing  in  three  army  groups: 

Montgomery’s  21st  Army  Group  in  the  north,  Bradley’s  12th  Army 
Group  in  the  center,  and  Devers*  6th  Army  Group  in  the  south,  the 
forces  under  Eisenhower  were  seeking  the  immediate  destruction  of 
the  German  armed  forces  and  the  rapid  termination  of  a  war 
already  nearing  its  sixth  summer. 
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According  to  8HAEF  diroctlvos,  tho  rolo  *msignod  to  6th  Army 
Group  warn  to  protoct  tha  right  -flank  o-f  Gradlay's  12th  Army 
Group,  tha  main  Alii  ad  thrust.  Implicit  in  this  assignmant  Mas 
tha  rasponsibility  for  avantually  claaring  southarn  Gar many  and 
prohibiting  tha  ramnants  of  tha  Garman  forcas  from  Mi thdr awing  to 
tha  allagad  National  Radoubt  in  tha  Alpina  ragion  of  southarn 
Garmany  and  wastarn  Austria.  Consaquantly,  on  10  March,  tha 
SHAEF  Joint  Intalliganca  Committaa  attamptad  a  balancad 
assassmant  of  Garman  dafansiva  capabilitias  in  southarn  Garmany 
and  dacidad: 

8.  Thara  hava  baan  numarous  raports  that  Hitlar  and 
tha  Nazi  laadars,  supportad  by  SS  units,  young  Nazi 
fanatics  and  Quislings,  ara  planning  to  maka  a  last 
stand  in  tha  so-callad  Radoubt  in  wastarn  Austria...  it 
is  unlikaly  that  larga-scala  praparations  for  organizad 
military  rasistanca  ara  baing  mada. 

9.  Wa  should  tharafora  ba  praparad  to  undartaka 
oparations  in  southarn  Germany  in  order  to  overcome 
rapidly  any  organizad  rasistanca  by  tha  Barman  armed 
forces  or  by  guerrilla  movements  which  may  hava 
retreated  to  tha  Inner  zone  and  to  this  Redoubt...  C13 


Later  in  tha  month,  General  Patch’s  6-*2  section  issued  a 
"Study  of  tha  Garman  National  Redoubt"  that  indicated  that  there 
was  soma  evidence  that  Hitlar  was  planning  a  final  stand  in  the 
Alpine  area. 

Whan  Seventh  Army  stood  on  tha  Rhine,  it  consisted  of  three 
corps,  containing  tan  infantry  divisions,  three  armored 
divisions,  and  two  cavalry  groups.  Two  of  tha  divisions  were  to 
be  used  west  of  tha  Rhine  for  occupational  duty.  On  26  March, 
tha  8avanth  Army  began  tha  river  crossing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Worms.  Garman  resistance  was  light,  and  Patch’s  forces  expanded 
tha  bridgehead  rapidly.  Opposing  the  Seventh  Army  was  German 
Army  Group  G,  commanded  by  General  Obarst  Paul  Hauser.  Army 
Group  G  consisted  of  tha  Seventh,  First,  and  Ninataanth  Armies, 
all  of  which  had  baan  severely  mauled  in  the  fighting  west  of  the 
Rhine.  Moreover,  a  huge  gap  now  existed  between  Army  Group  6  in 
the  south  and  the  northern  armies  attempting  to  prevent  the 
encirclement  of  the  Ruhr. 

Patch’s  army  had  already  begun  to  consolidate  his  bridgehead 
whan  SHAEF  decreed  it  must  direct  its  offensive  a.^stward  in  the 
direction  of  Nuramburg.  Consequently,  Seventh  Army  advanced  with 
three  corps  abreast. 
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Bradlsy,  e  Saldlecls  StQCy  f  P«ge  525. 

Note  U.8.  Savanth  Army’s  sactor,  bottom  cantar  of  map. 

By  28  March,  XV  Corps  with  tha  3rd,  44th,  and  45th  Infantry 

Divisions,  tha  12th  Armorad  Division,  and  tha  106th  Cavalry 

Broup,  was  advancing  into  the  Odanwald  beyond  tha  bridgehead 
lines.  The  XXI  Corps,  with  the  4th,  42nd,  and  the  63rd  Infantry 
Divisions,  the  10th  Armorad  Division,  and  tha  101st  Cavalry 

Broup,  had  started  its  movement  across  the  Rhine  prepared  to 


«dv«nc«  on  th»  right  flank  of  XV  Corpo.  Th«  VI  Corps*  with  ths 
36thp  71st*  100th*  and  ths  103rd  Infantry  Divisions  and  ths  14th 

Armorsd  Division*  hsld  ths  wsst  bank  of  ths  Rhins  and  prsparsd  to 
cross  ths  rivsr  to  its  position  on  ths  sxtrscns  army  right  flank. 
C21  Haisllp's  XV  Corps  was  ths  army's  main  sffort. 

As  ths  Amsrican  advancs  bsgan  in  lats  March*  Gsrman 
rssistancs  sssmsd  to  disintsgrats.  Haussr's  Army  Group  G  sssmsd 
incapabls  of  stsmming  ths  flow  of  ths  Allisd  advancs*  and  thsrs 
was  no  hops  for  massivs  rsinf orcsmsnt  sines  Gsrman  attsntion  was 
dirsetsd  toward  ths  Ruhr*  whsrs  Army  Group  B  was  in  dangsr  of 
total  annihilation.  Gsrman  forcss*  now  fighting  on  thsir 
homsland*  sssmsd  dispiritsd  and  totally  disorgariizsd.  Divisional 
rsports  indicatsd  that  most  soldisrs  wsrs  squippsd  with 
insufficisnt  wsapons  and  lacksd  trainsd  rsplacsmsnts.  C33  Any 
attsmpt  at  a  cohsrsnt  dsfsnss  dissolvsd  as  Allisd  forcss  quickly 
ovsrran  hast i ly-pr spar sd  dsfsnsivs  positions.  In  short*  Gorman 
combat  forcss  wsrs  sithsr  unablo  or  lacksd  ths  rssourcss  to 
rssist. 

As  ths  Ssvsnth  Army's  main  sffort*  Major  Gonsral  Wads  Haislip 
initiatod  XV  Corps  stack  on  28  March  and  mads  rapid  progrsss. 
The  first  serious  obstacle  hs  encountered  was  the  city  of 
Aschaf f enburg*  where  German  civilians  rallied  to  the  defense  of 
their  city.  For  six  days,  XV  Corps  troops  assaulted  ths  garrison 
until  the  city  surrendered  on  3  April.  By  10  April*  Haislip 
completed  his  mission.  In  two  weeks  his  corps  advanced  120 
miles*  clearing  the  Hohe  Rhoen  hill  mass  except  for  the 
northeastern  tip  in  the  Third  Army's  zone.  XV  Corps  now  prepared 
to  drive  to  the  southeast  and  assault  Nuremburg. 

At  the  same  time  that  Haislip  was  advancing  eastward, 
Mil  burn's  XXI  Corps  was  attacking  on  its  right  flank.  The  first 
contested  enemy  strongpoint  was  the  city  of  Wuerzburg*  a  large, 
densely-populated  urban  area.  Again,  civilians  joined  in  the 
defense  of  their  city*  and  it  was  5  April  before  the  last 
resistance  ended. 

From  the  German  perspective*  the  only  hope  of  establishing  a 
cohesive  defense  lay  in  Army  Group  G  relinquishing  control  of  the 
area  north  of  the  Main  River  to  direct  control  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  West*  with  whom  Hauser  had  lost 
communications.  Army  Group  G*  with  the  First  and  Nineteenth 
Armies*  might  then  withdraw  into  southern  Germany.  For  his 
suggestion*  Hauser  paid  with  his  Job.  On  2  April*  the  Fuhrer 
replaced  him  for  failing  to  contain  the  Allied  bridgeheads  in  his 
sector.  Hauser's  replacement  was  General  der  Infarterie  Heinrich 
Schulz*  a  veteran  of  the  Eastern  Front.  Schulz  hoped  to  delay 
the  American  advance  with  a  stout  defense  of  Nuremburg  and  by 
closing  the  gap  on  his  right  flank  between  the  First  and  Seventh 
Armies.  Schulz's  directive  from  Hitler  was  clear*  "hold  for 
another  three  to  four  weeks  so  new  Jet-propelled  aircraft  would 
create  "equilibrium*  if  not  superiority"  in  the  air."  "This 
would  at  the  same  time  entirely  change  the  situation  on  the 
ground  as  well."  C43  In  order  to  defend  Nuremburg  and  the 


imfflttdiAta  vicinity,  Schulz  ordarad  tha  17th  88  Panzar  Granadiar 
Diviaion  and  tha  2nd  Mountain  Division  into  tha  gap  batwaan  his 
First  and  Savanth  Artnias,  but  Amarican  forcas  struck  Nuramburg 
bafora  thay  arrivad. 

On  15  April,  with  tha  U.S.  Ninth  Army  sa-faly  on  tha  Elba  and 
Bradlay's  o<f-fansiva  assurad  o-F  all  tha  succass  that  tha  Suprama 
Commandar  intandad,  8HAEF  issuad  a  naw  stratagic  diractiva 
dasignad  to  maka  Patch's  Nuramburg  attack  tha  basis  for  a  major 
driva  southaast.  Tha  immadiata  consaquanca  of  this  dacision  was 
to  bring  tha  7th  Army  into  tha  taath  of  tha  Nuramburg  dafansas. 
Having  anticipatad  tha  diractiva.  Patch  had  placad  his  forcas  in 
positions  that  would  facilitata  thair  driva  against  tha  Gar man 
stronghold.  Tha  main  thrust  in  tha  diraction  of  tha  shrina  to 
National  Socialism,  was  conductad  by  Haislip's  XV  Corps,  which 
had  capturad  Bambarg  at  tha  maating  of  tha  Main  and  Pagnitz 
Rivars  on  13  April. 

As  Haislip  advancad.  Barman  rasistanca  collapsad.  Nhat 
ramainad  of  LXXXIl  Corps,  was  ratraating  rapidly  to  avoid 
angagament.  Actually,  tha  Barman  situation  was  hopalass.  Sinca 
tha  forcas  on  his  laft  could  withdraw  without  dira  consaquancas, 
Schulz  attemptad  to  bolstar  tha  Nuramburg  dafansas  by 
transfarring  forcas  from  his  laft  to  his  right  (Nuramburg). 
Although  Schulz  lacked  sufficient  reserves  to  halt  Haislip,  ha 
threw  In  the  remnants  of  several  divisions,  most  of  which  warm 
below  one-third  strength. 

When  actual  warfare  was  carried  into  the  Raich  territories, 
OKW  had  appointed  special  combat  commanders  (Kampf kommandantan) 
for  such  localities,  towns,  and  areas  which  appeared  to  be 
strategically  important.  Among  other  duties,  these  commanders 
ware  to  carry  out  the  field  fortification  of  their  raspactiva 
strongholds,  using  tha  civilian  population,  the  Volkssturm,  and 
local  replacement  units  (recruits  with  no  combat  experience)  to 
make  preparations  for  combat. 

Generally  speaking,  tha  commanders  of  the  raplacamant  units 
in  the  respective  towns  ware  appointed  Commandant  and  Raichs 

Defense  Commissars  and  the  local  Krai si ai ter  (County 

Administrator)  were  assigned  to  them.  It  was  only  in 

particularly  important  posts,  that  the  OKW  appointed 
battle-hardened  front  line  commanders  as  combat  commanders.  C51 
Due  to  its  strategic  importance,  Nuramburg  received  special 
attention  by  Hitler. 

According  to  U.S.  intelligence,  the  -irst  German  Army  was 
able  to  assemble  15,000  man,  twenty  artillery  battalions,  and  200 
tanks  and  assault  guns.  In  addition,  100  anti-aircraft  guns  ware 
available  for  tha  defense  of  the  XIII  88  Corps  sector,  which 
included  Nuramburg.  C6]  German  reports  for  the  14th  of  April 

show  about  3000-3500  man  without  substantial  heavy  weapons  or 
artillery  on  the  100-t-  kilometer  front.  C71  Considering  tha 
conditions  of  the  German  Army  and  the  spaed  with  which  the 
Americans  ware  advancing,  there  is  little  doubt  that  such 
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discr»p«ncla«  could  oximt  in  opposing  raports. 

Tha  da-fanaa  of  tha  city  of  Nuramburg  was  asaignad  to  XI 11  SS 
Corps  on  16  April.  Tha  staff  of  daactivatad  9th  Volksgranadisr 
Division  (tha  9th  VGD  and  tha  212th  Infantry  Division  margad  on 
14  April  and  tha  staff  of  tha  9th  VGD  was  sant  to  Nuramburg)  was 
assignad  to  coordinata  tha  dafansa  for  tha  Corps  Commandar.  Tha 
Gaul ai tar  of  Nuramburg,  Karl  Holx,  raquastad  that  tha  city  ba 
daclarad  a  "Fastan  Platz",  or  stronghold.  Tha  army  knaw  that 
tima  for  affactiva  dafansiva  praparations  was  not  aval lab la,  and 
raluctantly  undartook  tha  mission.  Tha  only  forcas  availabla  for 
tha  Corps  Commandar  for  dafansa  of  tha  city,  war a  savaral 
Luftwaffa  air  dafansa  battalions  with  fixad  anti-aircraft 
artillary,  Volkssturm  troops,  and  a  ragimant  from  klahr krais  XIII. 
Additionally,  tha  civilian  population  was  mobilizad.  On  tha 
17th,  tha  QKW  gava  tha  ordar  to  dafand  Nuramburg  "to  tha  last 
round"  and  daclarad  tha  city  a  "Fastan  Platz".  Tha  sama  day,  tha 
Corps  Commandar  raquastad  tha  ordar  ba  ravokad  so  that  ha  could 
bagin  a  withdrawal  on  tha  Nuramburg-Schwabach  road,  tha  only 
routa  ha  had  baan  abla  to  kaap  opan.  On  tha  18th,  Amarican 
forcas  complatad  tha  ancirclamant  of  tha  city,  and  thraa  U.S. 
Divisions  moved  toward  tha  city  center.  These  advancing  units 
met  fierce  resistance  from  small  arms,  rifle  grenades,  bazooka, 
Panzarfaust,  and  88mm  anti-aircraft  guns.  On  tha  20th,  Gauleiter 
Holz  sent  Hitler  a  massage  for  his  56th  birthday: 

"My  fuehrer:  The  final  struggle  for  the  town  of  tha 
party  has  begun.  The  soldiers  are  fighting  bravely, 
and  the  population  is  proud  and  strong.  I  shall  remain 
In  this  most  German  of  all  towns  to  fight  and  to  die. 

In  these  hours  my  heart  beats  more  than  aver  in  love 
and  faith  for  tha  wonderful  German  Raich  and  its 
people.  The  National  Socialist  idea  shall  win  and 
conquer  all  diabolic  schemas.  Greetings  from  the 
National  Socialists  of  tha  Gau  Franconia  who  are 
faithful  to  Germany. 


Karl  Holz  C81 

The  same  day,  after  reports  of  high  casualties  and  ammunition 
expenditures,  the  last  contact  between  tha  defenders  of  Nuramburg 
and  XIII  SS  Corps  was  an  incomplete  message  which  started: 

"We  are  fighting  advancing  tanks  at  our  headquarters 
..."  C93 


The  Americans  had  completed  the  capture  of  Nuramburg. 

From  the  persepactive  of  tha  American  commanders,  tha 
penetration  of  the  Nuramburg  defenses  meant  the  unimpeded  advance 
into  western  Austria.  By  this  time,  few  members  of  SHAEF 
expected  Hitler  would  be  able  to  withdraw  a  significant  number  of 
forces  into  southern  Bavaria.  German  troops  were  surrendering  in 
record  numbers.  On  Seventh  Army’s  front  alone,  over  120,000 
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prl«on«rm  w«r«  t«k«n  mines  Smvmnth  Army  crommmd  thm  Rhlnm  on  26 
March.  Nurmmburg  hmd  bmmn  an  important  mtratmgic  objmctivm  -for 
both  tactical  and  political  rmasono.  It  stood  as  ths  sastsrn 
anchor  o-f  ths  Gsrman  First  Army's  lins  opposing  Patch's  advancol 
it  was  a  communications  csntsr  through  which  north— south  railways 
passsdp  in  addition  to  autobahn  and  principal  highways  from 
Bsrlin  to  Munichl  and  it  was  an  important  shrins  to  ths  Nazi 
P 
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III.  THE  TACTICAL  SITUATION 


lEBBfilbl  fiBQ  UEdlUEB  XB  IBE  dBES  QE  QBEBdXIQBS 
CLIMATE  AND  WEATHER 
Daily  Waathar 

IS  April  "  Cailinga  o-f  brokan  cloud  layars  with 
scattarad  ahowars.  Viaibility  of  6  oiilaa  raducad  to  1 
mi la  during  rain  ahowara.  Wind  waa  out  of  tha  waat  at 
10  fflilaa  par  hour  <MPH) .  Tha  tamparatura  low  waa  44 
dagraaa  Faranhait (F) . 

April  -  Haza  with  2  to  3  milaa  of  viaibility  during 
tha  aarly  morning.  Viaibility  improvad  to  5  to  7  milaa 
aftar  0930  houra.  High  acattarad  clouda  wara  praaant 
throughout  tha  raat  of  tha  day  with  viaibility  ranging 
from  6  to  8  milaa.  Cailinga  wara  raducad  aa  a  raault 
of  rain  that  commancad  at  1700  houra.  Winda  wara  out 
of  tha  aouthaaat  at  a  apaad  of  2  to  4  MPH  during  tha 
morning.  By  mid  aftar noon,  winda  wara  out  of  tha 
aouthwaat  at  10  to  12  MPH.  Tha  tamparatura  low  waa  45 
to  47  dagraaa  F. 

iZ  April  "  Haza  and  brokan  cailinga  raaultad  in  a 
visibility  ranga  of  1  to  3  milaa.  By  1030  houra, 
viaibility  improvad  to  6  to  10  milaa.  Winda  wara  out 
of  the  south  at  a  spaed  of  5  to  10  MPH  for  most  of  tha 
day.  Tha  tamparatura  low  waa  48  dagraaa  F. 

18  dBCXX  ~  Visibility  was  1  to  3  milaa  due  to  a  light 
rain  which  produced  early  morning  fog  and  haza.  By 
1030  hours,  rain  had  caaaad  and  visibility  improvad  to 
6  miles.  Winds  wara  out  of  tha  southeast  at  5  to  10 
MPH  and  the  temperature  low  was  50  degrees  F. 

12  BbcII  ~  Clouds  wars  acattarad.  Thera  was  no  rain, 
but  an  aarly  morning  haza  reduced  viaibility  to  1  to  3 
milaa.  Visibility  improvad  to  3  to  5  miles  by  1100 

hours.  Winda  wara  out  of  the  west  at  5  to  8  MPH. 

Temperature  low  waa  42  dagraaa  F. 

22  BdCil  Again  there  was  no  raini  however,  tha  sky 

was  partially  overcast  during  tha  day.  Tha  sky  cleared 

at  night.  Early  morning  visibility  was  3  to  5  miles 
and  increased  to  6  to  8  miles  by  1100  hours.  Winda 
were  out  of  the  waat  at  7  to  9  MPH.  Tamparatura  low 
was  50  degrees  F. 

The  weather  throughout  the  period  was  mild  with  limited  aarly 
morning  visibility.  Cumulus  cloud  buildups  during  the  day 
resulted  in  isolated  rain  showers  that  may  have  limited  observed 
fires  and  tactical  air  use.  However,  these  periods  were  brief. 
Early  morning  fog  and  haza  was  a  mixed  blessing.  It  provided 
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•t,  but  also  11 mi tad  longranga  observation.  Rain 
educed  cross  country  mobility  for  short  periods  of  time I 
southwesterly  winds  dried  the  countryside  quickly  after 


The  weather  had  little  effect  on  the  natural  terrain 
features.  Frequent  rain  showers  had  an  impact  on  the  flow  of  the 
Pegnitz  and  Main-Oonan  rivers!  however,  the  impact  was  minimal. 
Equipment  movement  and  supply  flow  should  not  have  been  adversely 
affected  by  the  weather.  Damp  equipment  and  supplies  dried 
rapidly  in  the  wind.  The.,  weather  should  not  have  impacted  on 
improved  roads  which  served  as  lines  of  communication. 


The  influence  of  the  weather  on  tactical  operations  was 
varied  but  was  not  a  critical  concern  for  the  tactical  commanders 
in  the  battle.  Early  morning  visibility  was  limited  due  to  haze 
and  fog.  Further  reductions  in  visibility  were  experienced 
during  rain  showers.  In  addition  to  the  reduction  in  long  range 
observation,  use  of  photographic  equipment  was  limited  during 
these  periods.  Midday  conditions  were  optimum  for  observation. 
Degradation  of  radio  commmuni cat ions  could  be  expected  in  the 
vicinity  of  rain  showers.  Use  of  visual  signals  was  also  limited 
at  times.  Skies  cleared  at  night,  and  temperatures  were 
comfortable.  Starlight/moonlight  provided  optimum  conditions  for 
night  operations.  The  winds  during  the  period  were  light  and 
varied  in  direction.  Limited  visibility  in  the  early  morning 
effected  the  use  of  tactical  air,  but  by  1000  hours  daily, 
visibility  was  sufficient  for  the  use  of  air  power.  The  buildup 
of  cumulus  clouds  in  the  afternoon  resulted  in  turbulent  flying 
conditions  and  reduced  lateral  visibility.  The  clouds  could  have 
been  beneficial  in  screening  friendly  air  from  observation  by 
enemy  air  and  in  limiting  enemy  ground  to  air  observation. 


In  summary,  reduction  in  visibility,  particularly  in  the 
early  morning  hours  prior  to  1000  hours,  was  the  principal  impact 
of  weather  on  combat  operations.  The  use  of  smoke  and  other 
battlefield  obscurants  had  to  be  carefully  considered.  South  to 
southwesterly  winds  would  blow  smoke  into  the  attacking  allied 
farces.  This  would  favor  the  use  of  a  haze  to  cover  allied 
movements;  however,  was  not  favorable  for  the  use  of  screens.  In 
any  event,  the  wind  would  quickly  dissipate  any  battlefield 
obscurant.  The  steady  improvement  of  weather  associated  with  the 
coming  of  Spring  would  have  had  a  positive  effect  on  troop 
morale. 


1 


TERRAIN  IN  THE  GENERAL  AREA  (OCOKA) . 

Observation  and  fire.  The  German  forces  were  able  to  observe 
the  allied  advance  on  Nuremburg  from  the  North  and  Northwest. 
The  rolling  terrain  afforded  use  of  weapons  at  their  maximum 
ranges.  The  approaches  to  Nuremburg  used  by  the  allies  included 
the  autobahn  and  other  major  highways.  Observation  along  these 
routes  was  excellent  except  in  built-up  areas. 
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Covsr  and  concaalmant.  Small  -farm  complaxas,  small  vallsys, 
and  built-up  arsas  wars  ussd  to  concsal  -forcss.  In  addition, 
larga  vail ays  Mara  usad  to  hi da  larga-scala  troop  movamants. 
Forcas  sought  covar  in  built-up  araas  and  small  woodad  araas. 

Obstaclas.  Ansbach,  Bambarg,  Naustat,  and  Erlangan  wara 
major  obstaclas  anrouta  to  tha  objactiva.  Nurambarg  itsalf  must 
ba  considarad  a  signi-ficant  obstacla  to  movament.  Tha  Main-Oonan 
and  Pagnitz  rivars  ara  tha  significant  natural  obstaclas  in  tha 
ganaral  area.  The  towns  and  rivars  ware  an  integral  part  of  tha 
enemy’s  dalay/def ansi va  plan  and  afforded  a  significant 
advantage. 

Kay  Terrain.  Tha  key  terrain  from  the  German  viewpoint  was 
the  Nuramburg  complex.  U.S.  forcas  also  considarad  this  town  to 
ba  critical  to  thair  success.  At  this  point  in  the  war,  tha 
German  ability  to  move  was  limited  to  a  ganaral  retreat  to  the 
south-southeast  toward  Munchen.  U.S.  forcas  could  not  bypass  the 
town  because  of  its  strategic  importance.  Tha  Germans  usad  the 
inherent  advantage  of  occupying  a  built-up  area  to  tie  up  a 
considerable  U.S.  force.  Remnants  of  German  forcas  were  put  to 
this  task  while  other  German  forces  continued  to  retreat  to  the 
south . 

Avenues  of  approach.  U.S.  forces  moved  south  from  Bamberg, 
and  east  from  Hochstadt  and  Ansbach  using  the  autobahn  and  major 
highways.  These  approaches  were  well  suited  to  rapid  advance. 
Good  offroad  mobility  allowed  U.S.  forces  to  easily  bypass  enemy 
obstacles.  Major  German  force  concentrations  were  located  in  the 
built-up  areas  through  which  the  avenues  passed;  neutralization 
of  these  forces  was  critical  to  U.S.  success. 

In  general,  the  avenues  accomondated  U.S.  force  movement 

adequately. 

TERRAIN  IN  NUREMBURG  (OCOKA) 

Observation  and  fire.  Due  to  the  range  of  observation 
permitted,  occupation  of  the  buildings  within  Nuremburg  afforded 
the  occupant  a  significant  advantage.  Narrow  streets  and 
building  rubble  reduced  street  level  observation  to  a  maximum  of 
100  meters.  Artillery  was  used  by  the  advancing  forces  to 
destroy  occupied  buildings  and  to  engage  targets  of  opportunity 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  built-up  areas.  German  forces  fought 
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excellent  cover  and  concealment  from  ground  and  air  fire  and 
observation.  This  factor  delayed  the  U.S.  advance  and  forced  the 
attacker  to  use  maximum  force  to  route  German  forces  from  strong 
defensive  positions. 

Obstacles.  Crossing  sites  were  numerous  on  the  Main  River  in 
the  north;  however,  only  a  few  well  placed  snipers  were  required 
to  stop  the  advance  across  the  river.  The  attacker  was  also 


rcquirad  to  sccur*  crossing  sitss  across  ths  Psgnitz  river.  In 
the  southern  sector  o-f  town,  a  railway  passenger  terminal  * 
rail  yards,  large  industrial  complexes,  and  railroad  marshalling 
yards  were  obstacles  to  the  attacker.  The  most  significant 
obstacle  was  the  inner  walled  city  within  Nuremburg.  The  walls 
o-f  this  inner  city  were  10  to  15  -feet  high  and  20  feet  thick,  and 
were  used  as  a  fortress  by  the  Germans.  The  final  German  stand 
was  made  in  the  inner  city.  Debris  from  artillery  fire  and 
tactical  air  created  local  obstacles  that  hampered  movement 
within  the  city. 

Key  terrain.  The  key  terrain  within  the  city  of  Nuremburg 
was  considered  to  be  the  inner  walled  city.  The  objective  of  the 
U.S.  force  was  to  seize  the  city  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
city  was  the  major  obstacle  in  achieving  this  objective  due  to 
the  tremendous  advantage  it  afforded  the  defender.  The  mission 
assigned  to  the  forces  within  the  city  was  to  defend  to  the  last 
man.  The  magnitude  of  the  U.S.  advance  assured  the  defeat  of 

these  forces;  however,  the  time  required  favored  the  German 

objective  of  delaying  the  advance.  Once  inside  ths  walled  city, 
24  to  30  hours  were  required  to  eliminate  resistance. 

Avenues  of  approach.  The  avenues  of  approach  within  the  city 
consisted  of  streets  along  the  axis  of  advance,  as  well  as  parks 
and  bridges  that  were  astride  the  axis.  The  requirement  to 
eliminate  resistance  within  the  city  required  that  each  pocket  of 
resistance  be  eliminated  along  the  way.  Tactical  air  was  used  by 
U.S.  forces  to  interdict  German  forces  exiting  to  the  south  of 
Nuremburg.  Indirect  fire  was  of  limited  use  in  this  engagement. 
Within  the  city,  direct  fire  weapons  were  employed.  The  Germans 

used  their  artillery  in  this  manner.  Maneuver  space  was  limited 

in  town,  it  was  not  a  critical  factor  in  the  outcome  of  the 
battle. 

EFFECT  OF  TERRAIN  AND  WEATHER  ON  COMMAND  AND  CONTROL 

The  arrangement  of  buildings  and  streets  in  Nuremburg  limited 
combat  actions  to  squad  and  platoon  level.  C^oordination  between 
units  was  extremely  difficult  due  to  the  limited  visibility  at 
street  level.  Intense  combat  and  a  shortage  of  radio  and  wire 
assets  further  complicated  command  and  control. 


MILITARY  OPERATIONS  ON  URBANIZED  TERRAIN  (MOUT) 


Nuremburg  was  a  major  industrial  complex  situated  on  a 
critical  line  of  communication.  The  inner  city  was  constructed 
with  narrow  winding  streets  that  radiated,  in  an  irregular 
pattern,  from  the  center  of  the  city.  Buildings  were  close 
together  along  the  streets.  Industrial  buildings  were  located  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  city  and  residential  buildings  were 
in  the  north  and  east.  Streets  in  the  residential  area  were 
wider;  however,  buildings  often  formed  a  continuous  front  along 
each  city  block.  Inner  courts  within  each  rectangular  block  of 
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housas  war*  common.  In  th*  •astarn  part  of  tha  city,  rasidantial 
dwal lings  wars  charactarizad  by  singla  dwellings  or  row  houses. 
Dwellings  were  often  separated  from  th*  roadway  by  low  walls. 
Yards  within  these  walls  contained  trees  and  gardens.  Parks  were 
present  along  the  Pegnitz  and  Main  rivers. 

The  hub  of  Nuremburg  was  in  the  inner  city.  Furth  was  a 
major  suburb  or  Nuremburg,  but  other  smaller  towns  were  located 
to  the  north  and  east.  The  German  defense  consisted  of  mutually 
supporting  battle  positions)  however,  the  defenders  did  not 
exercise  the  control  and  coordination  necessary  to  establish  an 
effective  defense.  The  radial  pattern  of  streets  within  the  city 
afforded  the  assignment  of  concise  boundaries  for  U.S.  forces. 
The  city  was  divided  into  ''pie“  slices  assigned  to  units  of  the 
attacking  force.  Corps  control  of  the  battle  was  effected  by 
monitoring  the  general  progress  within  each  slice.  Due  to  the 
nature  of  the  urbanized  terrain,  the  battle  consisted  of  a  series 
of  uncoordinated  small  unit  actions  ultimately  focused  on 
attainment  of  the  strategic  and  political  objectives  of  the 
attacker. 

Buildings  in  Nuremburg  were  of  masonry  construction  and  were 
often  surrounded  by  walls  made  of  brick  or  stone  and  mortar.  The 
buildings  were  2  to  4  stories,  had  raftered  ceilings,  and  tile 
roofs.  The  absence  of  timber  construction  added  to  th* 
defender’s  advantage  because  of  the  reduced  fire  hazard 
associated  with  masonry  construction  as  compared  to  timber. 
Interior  lines  of  communication  for  the  defender  were  excellent. 
Extensive  demolition  effort  was  required  to  breach  walls  used  by 
the  defender. 

In  summary,  the  town  of  Nuremburg  presented  a  unique 
challenge  to  the  attacker  and  defender,  and  is  a  classical  study 
in  the  problems  of  NOUT  operations. 
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IV.  The  Forces 


STRENGTH  AND  COMPOSITION 

Elements  o-f  the  U.S.  Seventh  Army,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
General  Patch,  participated  in  the  Battle  of  Nuremburg.  Although 
the  42d  Infantry  Division  was  part  of  the  XXI  Corps  when  the 
Battle  of  Nuremburg  started,  it  had  been  transferred  to  the  XV 
Corps  on  19  April  1945.  The  XV  Corps  had  total  responsibility 

for  the  battle  in  the  city.  For  this  reason,  the  XXI  Corps  is 

not  listed  in  the  Allied  order  of  battle. 

Full  TOE  strength  of  a  U.S.  infantry  division  was  14,243.  On 
16  April  1945  the  42d  Infantry  Division  had  a  strength  of  13,707. 
Strength  figures  could  not  be  located  for  the  3rd  and  45th 
Infantry  Divisions,  but  there  is  some  evidence  to  suggest  that 

their  strength  was  slightly  below  that  of  the  42d  Infantry 
Division.  The  30th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  3rd  Infantry 
Division  had  a  total  strength  of  2,594  on  1  April  1945.  Average 
strength  of  regiments  of  the  42d  Infantry  Division  was  3,077. 
Based  on  the  evidence  presented,  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the 
strength  of  the  three  Allied  infantry  divisions  at  Nuremburg  is 
35,000  to  40,000  soldiers.  This  does  not  include  the  field 
artillery  battalion  attached  to  the  XV  Corps  nor  the  ntrength  of 
the  106th  Cavalry  Group  and  the  14th  Armored  Division.  These 

units  were  involved  in  sealing  escape  routes  from  the  city,  but 
they  were  never  directly  involved  in  the  fight  for  the  city. 

In  a  XIII  SS  Corps  report  the  strength  is  placed  between  3500 
and  3900  men.  Further,  this  force  had  limited  artillery  support 
and  few  heavy  weapons.  Cl 3  However,  based  on  the  broad  frontage 

for  which  the  Corps  was  responsible,  these  figures  are  extremely 

low  and  difficult  to  believe.  Few  of  the  XIII  SS  Corps  units 

were  directly  involved  in  the  battle.  The  staffs  of  the  9th  V6D 

and  the  212th  Infantry  Division  were  combined  and  moved  into 

Nuremburg  to  form  the  staff  of  the  Nuremburg  Combat  Command 

(NCC) .  The  XIII  SS  Corps  was  responsible  for  the  line  stretching 
from  Nuremburg  north  to  elements  of  the  German  7th  Army.  The 
LX XX I I  Corps  was  greater  in  strength  than  the  XIII  SS  Corps,  but 
its  sector,  extending  from  the  boundary  with  the  XIII  SS  Corps 
and  extending  to  the  south,  was  smaller  than  that  of  the  XIII  SS 
Corps.  Both  the  LXXXII  Corps  and  the  XIII  SS  Corps  were 
involved  in  the  fighting  to  the  north,  east  and  west  of 
Nuremburg.  Their  lines  were  moved  to  the  south  as  the  Allied  XV 
and  XXI  Corps  advanced.  The  XIII  SS  Corps  moved  one  regiment  of 

the  17th  SS  Panzer  Grenadier  Division  into  Nuremburg  and  made  it 

subordinate  to  the  NCC.  The  size  and  composition  of  the  battle 
groups  listed  under  the  NCC  is  unknown,  but  battle  groups  were 
normally  of  battalion  size.  Perhaps  the  best  way  of  estimating 
the  number  of  German  troops  in  Nuremburg,  is  to  relate  it  to  the 
number  of  German  Prisoners  taken  in  Nuremburg.  From  the  16th  to 
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thB  20th  of  April,  the  XV  Corps  captured  25,855  prisoners.  C23 
During  the  period  of  actual  fighting  within  the  city  (front  the 
17th  to  the  20th  of  April),  the  3rd,  42d,  and  45th  Infantry 
Divisions  captured  a  total  of  18,410  Germans.  C33  This  would 
indicate  the  presence  of  a  German  force  in  Nuremburg  that  was 
much  smaller  then  the  attacking  XV  Corps. 

Division  artillery  in  XV  Corps  was  augmented  with  six 
attached  artillery  battalions.  The  XII  Tactical  Air  Force  flew 
216  sorties  during  the  period  17  to  20  April  1945  in  direct 
support  of  XV  Corps.  In  contrast,  the  NCC  had  few  tanks  and  very 
little  artillery.  General leutnant  Julius  Braun,  Special  Staff 
Artillery  Officer  for  the  1st  Army  during  this  period,  summarized 
the  German  artillery  status  in  the  quote  below. 

"Insufficient  ammunition,  apart  from  the  general  lack 
of  guns,  prime  movers,  fuel  and  compact  units.  Some  of 
the  few  ammunition  carriers  assigned  to  the  units  in 
and  around  Nuremburg  were  dependent  upon  the  ammo  dump 
"Feucht",  which  was  practically  drained  empty  or  else 
equipped  with  ammo  of  non-sui table  caliber,  others  drew 
their  ammo  from  dumps  on  the  Danube;  one  fully  mobile 
17  cm  gun  battery  of  82d  Army  Corps  with  3  guns  and 
prime  movers,  depended  for  its  ammo  on  the  allegedly 
one  and  only  remaining  dump  near  Hof  stocking  this  type 
of  ammo.  ..."  C43 

The  NCC  depended  upon  100  68mm  anti-aircraft  guns  that  were 
scattered  throughout  the  city  as  the  primary  direct  fire  support 
weapon.  However,  most  of  these  guns  were  captured  or  destroyed 
between  17-18  April  1945.  German  air  support  consisted  of 
approximately  35  raids  (66  sorties)  during  17-20  April  1945.  C5] 
This  evidence  substantiates  the  overwhelming  superiority  of  the 
Allied  force  that  advanced  on  Nurmeburg. 


U.8.  ORDER  OF  BATTLE 


7th  Army 
XV  Corps 

3rd  In-fantry  Division 
7th  In-fsntry  Rsgiffisnt 
15th  Infantry  Rsgimsnt 
30th  Infantry  Rag 1 man t 
42d  Infantry  Division 
222nd  Infantry  Ragioiant 
232nd  Infantry  Ragifflsnt 
242nd  Infantry  Ragimant 
45th  Infantry  Division 
157th  Infantry  Ragimant 
179th  Infantry  Ragimant 
180th  Infantry  Ragimant 
191st  Tank  Battalion 
645th  Tank  Dastroyar  Battalion 
14th  Armorad  Division 
106th  Cavalry  Group 
158th  Fiald  Artillary  Battalion 
160th  Fiald  Art illary  Battalion 
171st  Fiald  Artillary  Battalion 
i89th  Fiald  Artillary  Battalion 
283rd  Fiald  Artillary  Battalion 
250th  Fiald  Artillary  Battalion 
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BERMAN  ORDER  OF  BATTLE 


Army  Group  G 
lot  Army 

XIII  SB  Corps 

2nd  Mountain  Division 
9th  Volksgrsnadisr  Division 
79th  Volksgrsnadlar  Division 
212th  Infantry  Division 
3S6th  Volksgrsnadiar  Division 
Panzar  Kampfgruppa  Von  Hobs 
LXXXII  Corps 

17th  SS  Panzar  Granadiar  Division  (-) 

36th  Volksgranadiar  Division 
416th  Infantry  Division 
Nursfflburg  Combat  Command 

Ona  Ragimant,  17th  88  Panzar  Granadiar  Division 

Volkssturm  Battalions 

Battla  Group  Rainow 

Battla  Group  Gtuabal 

Battla  Group  Rainch 


TECHNOLOGY 


In  r««p«cts,  3»rffl«n  producBd  aqulpmant  was  tschnically 

superior,  to  Amsrican  squipmsnt.  Ths  Gsrman  Panxsr  tanks  had 
largsr,  highsr  vslocity  main  guns  and  bsttsr  o-f-f-road  movsmont 
capability.  But,  ths  mschanical  turrst  crank  on  ths  Amsrican 
Shsrman  tank  gavs  ths  Amsr leans  a  dscidsd  advantags  ovsr  ths  hand 
crank  on  ths  Gsrman  Panthsr  tank.  C6II  Ths  88mm  Anti-aircra-ft  gun 
had  provsd  throughout  ths  war  that  it  could  also  ssrvs  as  a  tank 
killsr  and  dsmandsd  cautious  rsspset.  This  was  somswhat  of -f sat 
by  ths  gsnsral  lack  of  mobility  in  soms  of  ths  Gorman  squipmsnt. 
Thsro  wsrs  fsw  sslf-propsl lad  88mffl  gunsi  ths  majority  wars  in 
fixod  positions  around  ths  city.  Ths  Gormans  did  havs  a  fsw 
tanks  in  ths  city}  howsvor,  thsso  provsd  to  bs  of  littlo  valus  in 
an  urban  anvironmont.  Ths  houss-to-houss  fighting  within 
Nursmburg  dopsndod  upon  motivation  and  training.  In  gsnsral, 
tachnology  had  littlo  impact  on  ths  outcoms  of  ths  battls. 

COMMAND,  CONTROL,  AND  COMMUNICATION  SYSTEMS 

Good  command  and  control  is  ossontial  to  any  military 
operation.  On  the  Amsrican  side,  ths  XV  Corps  was  wall 
structured  and  the  units  of  ths  Corps  had  been  working  together 
for  some  time.  The  division  staffs  of  ths  42nd,  3rd,  and  45th 
Infantry  Divisions  wars  wall  organi?sd  and  trained.  There  are  no 
indications  of  personality  problems  between  commanders  and  all 
indications  are  that  Haislip's  Corps  functioned  very  efficiently. 
Communications  appear  to  have  been  excellent  during  the  period. 
Reports  indicate  that  the  3rd  Infantry  Division  was  in  near 
constant  radio  and  wire  contact  with  subordinate  units.  In 
addition,  near  constant  radio  contact  was  maintained  with  senior 
and  parallel  headquarters.  C71  The  Germans  had  little  impact  on 
the  command  and  control  system  of  XV  Corps.  Enemy  counterattacks 
were  quickly  repulsed,  and  the  enemy  was  rarely  effective  in  the 
Corps  rear  area. 

The  command  and  control  exercised  by  the  Germans  was  not  as 
effective.  There  were  few  regular  units  involved  in  the  defense 
of  Nuremburg.  The  G-2  summary  of  enemy  activity  on  XXI  Corps 
front  for  the  period  28  February  thru  6  May  indicates  the 
presence  of  a  loose  organizational  structure  for  the  units  in 
Nuremburg. 

"When  the  decision  was  made  to  defend  a  town  threatened 
by  us,  the  Defense  Commander  sent  his  "Defense  Staff" 
into  the  surrounding  areas  to  pick  up  stragglers  and 
organize  them  into  alarm  units.  Remnants  of  tactical 
units  retreating  through  the  area  were  supposed  to 
report  to  the  Defense  Commander  and  participatt.  in  the 
defense  either  as  individual  units  or  merged  wich  alarm 
units  under  the  "Defense  Staff".  In  some  cases,  as  in 
Nuremburg,  all  men  between  the  ages  of  15  and  65  were 
called  into  the  Volkssturm.  Means  of  transportation 
and  food  supplies  for  these  improvised  formations  were 
frequently  confiscated  from  the  local  population." 
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" Organ iz At ion  of  th*  Dofonoo  Command  itsmlf  Mam  at 
timaa  obacurm.  Xt  appaara  that  tha  Mahrkraia  command 
waa  auppoaad  to  bo  in  charga  of  auppliaa  and  of  dafonao 
praparationaf  whlla  tha  Corpa  in  tha  fiald  took  ovar 
whan  a  town  cama  within  a  battla  araa.  Common ic at iona 
wore  ao  poor  however  that  frequently  no  one  knew  juat 
what  the  channel a  of  command  ware.  Conaaquantly  tha 
affoctivanaae  of  mnaauraa  taken  uaually  depended  upon 
tha  energy  and  determination  of  the  Dafanae  Commander 
on  the  acane. "  C83 

About  10  April,  the  Dafanae  Commander  of  Nuremburg  waa  Major 
General  Mueller.  Ha  waa  relieved  for  recommending  that  the  city 
not  be  defended  and  waa  replaced  by  Genar al 1 eutnant  Dippold  who 
held  tha  command  from  12  thru  IS  April  1945.  During  thia  time  it 
waa  the  raeponaibi 1 ity  of  the  Dafanae  Commander  to  make  the  City 
of  Nuremburg  into  a  fortified  poaition.  C93 

It  ia  not  clear  who  had  tha  overall  raaponeibility  for  the 
dafanae  of  tha  City.  One  report  indicatea  that  Gauleiter  Karl 
Holz  waa  appointed  Dafanae  Commander  by  Himmler  and  put  in 
abaolute  control  of  all  organizationa,  both  civil  and  military, 
in  the  diatrict.  C103  However,  other  reporta  indicate  that  the 
XIII  SS  Corpa,  raaponaible  for  tha  dafanae  of  Nuremburg  in  the 
XIII  SS  Corpa  aector,  ordered  tha  9th  V6D  to  taka  control  of 
forcea  controlled  by  the  Gauleiter.  The  data  aaaociated  with  the 
issue  of  this  directive  is  16  April.  C113  Tha  staff  of  the  9th 
VGD  and  the  staff  of  the  212th  Infantry  Division  were  combined  on 
or  about  13  April  and  estabiliahed  itself  as  the  Nuremburg  Combat 
Command  about  14  April.  C123  The  signal  facilities  available  to 
the  Germans  within  Nuremburg  were  limited  in  availabilty  and 
those  facilities  that  were  available  were  unreliable.  It  is 
likely  that  the  public  telephone  system  was  the  primary  means  of 
communications  for  the  Germans.  C133  Allied  oombing  of  the  city 
reduced  much  of  the  city  to  rubble  which  would  have  a  disruptive 
effect  on  wire  communications. 

The  amalgamation  of  German  units  in  Nuremburg  would  defy 
efficient  command  and  control  even  with  good  communications 
equipment  and  a  well  trained  staff.  In  view  of  the  command 
structure  and  the  state  of  available  communications  means,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  the  Germans  had  difficulty  in  maintaining  the 
continuity  of  their  defense. 

BATTLEFIELD  CONDITIONS  AND  TROOP  MORALE 

The  American  forces  had  crossed  the  Rhine  in  late  March  and 
were  relentless  in  their  advance.  The  German^*  had  been  unable  to 
hold  a  defensive  front  and  American  superiority  was  clearly 
evident  to  all  American  soldiers.  It  was  just  a  matter  of  time 
before  Germany  surrendered.  Casualties  were  low  and 
replacements  continued  to  arrive.  For  example,  despite  heavy 
fighting  for  the  whole  month  of  April,  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
had  only  127  men  killed  in  action  and  616  wounded  in  action.  C143 
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For  th»  BarmanSf  th«  mituation  warn  antiraly  diffarant.  Thay 
had  baan  ratraating  rapidly  and  moral a  warn  low.  Tha  Volkaaturm* 
craatad  in  Saptambar  1944,  provad  inaf<focti va.  Qanaral  Kaaail 
givaa  a  good  indication  of  tha  faalingm  o<f  tha  paopla  whan 
discuaaing  tha  papular  raaction  to  tha  Volkaaturm: 

"Tha  paopla,  on  tha  othar  hand,  wara  pradominantly  o-f 
tha  opinion  that  i-F  tha  Wahrmacht  waa  unabla  to  copa 
with  tha  situation,  than  tha  Volkaaturm  would  not  ba 
abla  to  do  ao  aithar."  £193 

Furthar,  in  almoat  avary  inatanca,  tha  paopla  wara  oppoaad  to 
tha  da-fanaa  o-F  a  city  bacauaa  thay  knaw  that  it  would  ba 
daatroyad  by  tha  attacking  -Forcaa.  Howavar,  a  atrong  da-Fanaa 
commandar  could  ovarcoma  thaaa  objactiona  and  auch  waa  tha  caaa 
in  Nuramburg.  Bacauaa  o<F  tha  inharant  advantaga  of  urban  tarrain 
that  ia  anjoyad  by  tha  dafandar.  Barman  aoldiara  wara  abla  to 
put  up  fiarca  raaiatanca  in  Nuramburg.  Although  tha  Baul altar 
had  daclarad  tha  intant  to  dafand  tha  city  to  tha  "last  round", 
tha  numbar  of  Barman  priaonars  (25,899)  takan  in  Nuramburg 
indicatas  that  tha  aoldiara  fait  otharwiaa.  Had  tha  aoldiara  in 
Nuramburg  bean  more  roaoluta,  tha  battle  for  the  city  may  have 
baan  much  tougher  for  U.S.  forcaa. 

LEADERSHIP 

In  military  oparationa  in  urban  tarrain,  amall  unit 
leader ah ip  is  key  to  tha  outcome  of  tha  battla.  The  young 
of fi cars  and  Non-commiaaionad  officers  in  tha  XV  Corps  had  baan 
fighting  in  Europe  for  months  and  had  extensive  combat 
experience.  Lieutenant  General  Haislip  was  characterized  by 
Weigley  as  a  cool  fighter.  C163  Based  on  tha  past  few  months  of 
action,  the  Americans  had  a  significant  advantaga  in  morals  and 
general  troop  welfare  as  mentioned  above.  Lieutenant  General 
Haislip,  in  a  speech  to  alemants  of  all  XV  Corps  units  on  21 
April  in  Nuramburg  commantad: 

"I  have  never  seen  batter  divisions  than  the  3rd  and 
45th  and  1  don't  believe  there  are  any  finer  divisions 
than  these  two.  Supporting  them  were  veteran  XV  Corps 
units  of  cavalry,  artillery,  engineers,  tank 
destroyers,  and  anti-aircraft  artillery,  forming  a 
magnificent  fighting  team."  C173 

On  the  German  side,  things  wara  far  different.  Although  tha 
German  soldier  had  proven  himself  time  and  time  again,  his 
general  morale  and  welfare  waa  low.  Constant  retreat  had  an 
extremely  negative  effect.  Moat  of  the  soldiers  in  Nuramburg 
were  not  regular  army  soldiers  but  civilians  making  up  the 
Volkaaturm.  These  units  had  almoat  no  training,  were  poorly 
equipped,  and  were  not  motivated  to  fight.  There  were,  however, 
regular  units  <SS,  Luftwaffe,  and  Panzer  GrenadiarnE)  in 
Nuremburg,  and  these  were  led  by  highly  motivated  soldiers  with 
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•xc»ll»nt  training.  At  th«  ••nior  lMd«r«hip  0juli«t«r 

Hoi*  w««  oxtromoly  dodicatod  to  th«  fight  as  ths  quota  alons 

would  indicato. 

In  summary,  ths  Amsricans  snjoysd  a  significant 
advantags  ovsr  ths  Qsrmans,  not  only  bscauss  of  past  psrformancs, 
but  also  bscauss  of  ths  training  of  ths  typical  XV  Corps  soldisr. 
Ths  ssnior  Isadsrship,  normally  critical  to  ths  outcoms  of  a 
battls,  was  not  as  important  in  ths  Battls  of  Nursmburg  bscauss 
of  ths  naturs  of  ths  fight. 
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Unit  a-f t»r~action  raports,  mummariam,  ana  othar  racords  o-f 
logistical  data  partaining  to  tha  -fight  at  Nuramburg  ara  not 
ganarally  found  in  aithar  tha  archival  or  primary  sourcas 
availabla.  Basad  on  tha  availabla  matarial,  howavar,  soma 
ganaralizad  obsarvations  and  explanatory  statamants  can  ba  mada. 


Tha  most  fundamantal  and  tailing  diffarenca  batwaan  tha 
opposing  forcas  at  Nuramburg  was  that  U.S.  forcas  had  alraady  won 
tha  war  and  that  German  resistance  was  generated  out  of 
desperation.  The  logistical  picture  mirrors  this  circumstance. 
Where  American  shortages  did  exist,  they  were  transitory  and 
normally  the  result  of  a  lapse  in  the  transportation  system 

supporting  the  Americans.  The  German  forces,  on  the  other  hand, 
essentially  had  no  functional  logistical  system  by  the  time 
Nuremburg  was  contested.  They  were  forced  to  survive  by 
scavenging  and  use  of  prepositioned  stocks.  The  German  1st  Army 
Commander,  General  Foetsch,  in  a  statement  made  while  a  FOW, 
commented  on  the  Nazi  logistical  situation  at  the  time  stating: 

"there  could  be  no  comparison  of  the  1st  Army’s 
lack  of  supply  of  weapons,  ammunition  and  fuel 

during  the  engagements  with  the  American  forces.” 

cn 


The  extensive  use  of  anti-aircraft  guns  (8Bs>  by  the  Germans 
during  their  defense  of  Nuremburg  was  due  to  their  severe  lack  of 
artillery  ammunition,  anti-tank  guns  and  medium-sized  infantry 
guns.  Additionally,  they  lacked  virtually  all  other  categories 
of  essential  supplies,  including  medical  materials  and  repair 
parts.  Recovery  operations  were  not  performed  and  maintenance 
facilities  were  not  available.  C2il  A  German  officer  stated  that: 


”..  distribution  problems  were  severe  as  the 
situation  worsened.  Gasoline,  equipment,  and 
ammunition  stores  were  in  existence,  especially  on 
airfields  and  in  motor  pools.  These  supplies 
never  reached  the  front.  The  supplies  were  being 
wasted,  and  worse  still,  were  being  pillaged  by 
the  local  civilian  population.”  C3] 

U.S.  air  superiority,  long  established  and  virtually 
unchallenged,  forced  whatever  German  logistical  operations  that 
could  be  mounted  to  nove  during  hours  of  darkness  or  weather  that 
precluded  air  operations. 

"In  addition  to  the  shortages  of  troops  and 
transport,  so  numerous  and  persistent  were 
American  planes  that  no  German  unit  could  move 
with  impunity  during  daylight.”  C4I 

A  final  ironic  comment  on  the  simultaneously  hopeless  yet 
fanatical  situation  that  German  forces  faced  during  the  battle 
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for  Nuromburg  is  niAd*  by  MacDonald.  Ha  notaa  that: 


"Tha  Oarmans  wara,  avan  in  April  45,  consarving 
aviation  gasolina  -*  gam  daaparataly  abort  -  for 
uaa  by  nawly  davalopad  jat  fightara  in  a  stratagic 
ffiova  to  aava  tha  crumbling  3rd  Raich."  C53 


In  markad  contraat  to  thair  opponanta: 


"...U.S.  forcaa  axpariancad  aoma  ahortagaa  of 
aalactad  itama  auch  aa  light  ahall  ammunition, 
howavar,  auppliaa  war a  available  to  tha  raar.  Tha 
problem  in  logiatica  became  one  of 
tranaportation. "  C63 


On  the  operational  level,  tha  U.S.  7th  Army  plana  had 
enviaioned  a  continued  aaatarn  thruat.  Whan  thaaa  plana  ware 

altered  to  turn  and  drive  aouth,  engineer  and  tranaportation 
plana  could  not  adjuat  to  tha  change  bacauaa  of  a  lack  of 
knowledge  of  tha  tranaportation  network  in  tha  new  operational 
area.  C71  Railway  movement  of  auppliaa  ended  at  tha  Rhine  River 
bacauaa  of  bridge  deatruction.  Rail  movement  acroaa  tha  Rhine 
did  not  raaume  until  lata  April  45.  Before  thia  trana-Rhina 
aarvice  waa  initiated,  trucka  hauled  all  auppliaa  from  waat  Of 
the  river  to  forward  areaa.  C83  Aerial  drop  waa  rarely  uaed  to 
resupply  and  did  not  impact  on  operationa  in  Nuremburg.  Seventh 
Army  recorda  indicate  that  during  the  period  15-21  April  45,  B 
rations  were  not  readily  available.  Supply  dropped  to  .5  daya. 
The  report  attributea  aoma  of  the  problem  to  the  requirement  to 
feed  liberated  personnel  and  POWa.  C93 


The  requirement  to  conduct  continuous  long-haul  movement  of 
hi-usaga,  hi-tonnage  ammunition  (105  and  155  mm)  along 
lengthening  supply  lines  accentuated  the  sporadic  fuel  shortages 
that  lead  units  experienced.  The  rapidity  of  the  general 
advance,  large  numbers  of  POWs,  and  blown  bridges  further 
complicated  the  situation.  The  American  circumstances  were,  at 
least  partially,  self-imposed. 


"When 

attack 

stocks 

three 

units 

shel  1 

merely 

Expend! 

heavy 

support 


the  change  in  direction  of  the  7th  Army 
was  made,  it  was  necessary  to  consolidate 
in  one  army  supply  point  from  which  the 
supported  corps  had  to  draw.  Shortages  in 
were  usually  restricted  to  lighter  types  of 
and  did  not  indicate  an  army  shortage,  but 
non-availability  at  forward  supply  points, 
tur'f  of  75  and  76  mm  tank  ammunition  was 
since  tanks  were  often  used  as  artillery 
for  infantry  troops.”  C103 


In  summary,  the  logistical  requirements  for  each  side  were 
not  vital  to  the  outcome  at  Nuremburg.  At  best,  the  German 
defense  could  have  been  better  supported;  however,  it  is  doubtful 
that  logistics  had  a  major  impact  on  the  Berman  course  of  action 
in  Nuremburg.  Where  U.S.  forces  received  supplies  on  a  push 
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b«sl«  b«m»d  on  a  variety  of  usaage  f actors,  the  Garflians  sxlstsd 
and  -Fought  without  a  centralized  supply  system.  U.S.  -forces 
experienced  transportation  and  distribution  breakdowns  that  posed 
some  short  duration  problems.  The  German  army  -fought  without 
battle-field  evacuation  or  salvage  and  a  severely  constrained 
maintenance  system.  The  MOUT  operation  of  Nuremburg  was  impacted 
by  shortages  of  equipment  and  supplies  but  not  determined  by 
those  shortages. 


m 
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PERSONNEL  ASPECTS 


QyecylBtt 

In  dasignating  tha  missions  0+  7th  Army  and  tha  1st  Franch 
Army,  tha  tactical  oparations,  strangth,  aquipment  of  forcas,  and 
supply  lines  ware  consi dared.  Savanth  Army  was  assignad  tha 
mission  of  making  a  damp  thrust  into  tha  Nuramburg  and  Munich 
areas  while  the  1st  Franch  Army  protected  its  south  flank  and 
lines  of  communication  by  a  blocking  action  along  the  east  bank 
of  the  Rhine  River,  in  the  Black  Forest,  and  east  in  tha 
Stuttgart  area.  Cll  The  rapid  advance  of  Allied  forces  against 
the  collapsing  Nazi  armies  would  extend  allied  lines  of 
communication  and  pose  some  logistical  problems  for  the  command 
in  terms  of  personnel  service  support. 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  Oerman  high  command  was  faced  with 
not  only  giving  ground  to  tha  allied  advance,  but  also  low 
civilian  morale.  This  was  particularly  evident  in  tha  Nuramburg 
and  Munich  areas.  In  almost  every  instance,  local  opinion  was 
violently  opposed  to  defense  of  the  cities.  Therefore,  it 

required  a  strong  commander  to  override  the  opposition  and  to 
organize  both  German  forces  and  civilian  occupants  of  the  city 
into  a  defensive  force.  In  Nuremburg  opposition  to  defense  of 

the  city  came  not  only  from  the  population  through  the 

burgermeister  but  also  from  representatives  of  the  army  itself. 
About  10  April  the  Defense  Commander  of  the  forces  in  Nuramburg, 
Brigadier  General  Mueller  and  Major  General  Neissenberger , 
Commanding  General  of  Wehr krais  XIII,  both  decided  that  a  defense 
of  Nuremburg  was  senseless  and  refused  to  hold  the  city.  The 
Party,  however,  proved  stronger.  The  two  generals  were  relieved 
of  command  and  Gauleiter  Karl  Holz  was  appointed  Defense 

Commander  by  Himmler.  Holz  was  in  absolute  control  of  all 

organizations,  both  civil  and  military.  Death  by  public  hanging 
was  proclaimed  the  penalty  for  protesting  against  or  refusal  to 
participate  in  the  total  defense  of  the  city."  122 

BeclficsiDSOl  QDecaiifioa 

Both  sides  experienced  unique  problems  replacing  combat 
forces.  The  Wehrmacht  replacement  system  suffered  a  complete 
breakdown  in  the  wake  of  the  Allied  onslaught.  As  a  result, 
reserve  and  training  units  were  used  to  replace  front-line  units. 
This  "unit  replacement  system"  was  a  radical  departure  from  past 
replacement  methods.  In  the  past  each  German  unit  had  a 
responsible  unit  which  provided  dedicated  replacement  support. 
However,  this  system  staggered  under  the  weight  of  allied 

advances  across  the  Rhine.  After  the  Rhine  was  crossed,  there 
was  no  longer  an  organized  attempt  to  provide  replacements  for 
specific  units.  Wehrkreis  made  some  attempts  to  function  but 
their  efforts  were  fruitless  because  of  the  speed  of  the  advance 
and  disruption  of  communications.  "Finally,  replacement 
battalion  cadres  together  with  whatever  attached  personnel  were 
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supposed  to  train  were  called  up  as  alarm  companies  or  were 
thrust  hurriedly  into  any  larger  -formation."  C3D 

Allied,  speci-fical  ly  U.S.  forces,  faced  the  prospect  of 
conducting  replacement  operations  within  a  very  fluid 
environment.  Support  of  rapidly  advancing  units  proved 
difficult.  Specific  details  of  replacement  operations  that 
supported  XV  and  XXI  corps  are  lacking.  However,  it  appears  that 
three  replacement  battalions  were  in  place  in  the  theater  to 
provide  replacements  for  all  units  on  the  continent.  These 
battalions  are  listed  below. 

41  Replacement  Battalion 

86  Replacement  Battalion 

92  Replacement  Battalion 

The  report  of  the  Replacement  Board  (commissioned  in  1947) 
resulted  in  the  review  of  the  U.S.  replacement  system  world-wide. 
In  the  foreword  to  the  report,  the  board  cited  universal 
dissatisfaction  with  the  effectiveness  of  the  replacement  system. 
The  Board  was  most  impressed  by  the  apparent  lack  of  importance 
attached  to  personnel  matters  by  commanders  and  their  staffs  in 
virtually  every  echelon  of  the  Army.  Many  of  the  shortcomings 
associated  with  the  replacement  system  can  be  directly  attributed 
to  this  general  lack  of  concern  for  personnel  matters.  C43  It 
may  be  concluded  that  replacement  operations  in  the  European 
theater  during  World  War  II  presented  personnel  planners  with  the 
same  problems  confronting  their  present  day  counterparts.  The 
Board’s  report  cited  the  lack  of  physical  training  of  the 
individual  replacements  destined  for  the  theater.  The  packaging 
of  replacements,  individual /unit /crew,  also  posed  another  dilemma 
in  that  the  system  did  not  arrive  at  a  good  method  for 
replenishing  front  line  units.  Use  of  hospital  returnees 
presented  another  problem.  Systems  for  the  return  of  wounded 
soldiers  to  their  units,  and  reclassification  of  soldiers  with 
wounds  that  prevented  return  to  duty  in  the  original  MOS  were  not 
clearly  defined. 

The  movement  of  replacements  from  the  rear  areas  to  forward 
locations  is  an  interesting  study.  No  specific  mention  is  made 
of  the  methods  used  by  the  XV  Corps  to  move  replacements  forward 
as  the  Corps  drove  towards  Nuremburg.  Reports  from  several  units 
participating  in  the  operation  indicate  that  congested  highways 
hampered  the  flow  of  replacements  forward.  The  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Battery,  42nd  Division  Artillery’s  report  for  the 
month  of  April  194S  spoke  of  traffic  interference  caused  by  the 
increasing  numbers  of  allied  prisoners  of  war  that  were  released 
by  the  Germans,  and  the  flow  of  displaced  civilians.  CS] 
Similarly,  the  14th  Armored  Division’s  after  action  report  for 
the  month  of  April  1945  indicates  that  prisoners  of  war  were 
being  taken  by  the  hundreds  and  the  Division  was  having  problems 
with  the  movement  of  these  prisoners  to  the  rear.  C6]  Both 
accounts  point  to  growing  congestion  of  the  main  supply  routes  to 
and  from  the  forward  areas.  There  is  little  doubt  that  this 
situation  had  a  significant  impact  on  replacement  operations. 
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Hom  the  respective  A6/6-1  representatives  managed  their 
strength  accounting  procedures  is  di-f-ficult  to  determine.  There 
is  evidence  that  units  reported  casual ty /strength  data  in  the  G-1 
Periodic  Report,  perhaps  the  forerunner  of  the  present  day 
personnel  status  report.  The  G-1  periodic  report  contains  the 
following  information: 

-  Location  of  administrative  installations  for 
replacements,  POWs,  stragglers,  and  refugees  at 
the  close  of  the  reporting  period,  as  well  as 
changes  for  the  report  period 

-  Strength  of  Command 

-  Casualties  by  organization  including: 

killed 

sick  and  wounded  subdivided  by 

evacuees  vs.  nonevacuees 

captured 

missing 

-  Graves  registration  (status  of  burials  and 
cemeteries) 

-  Replacements 

-  Prisoners  of  War  (captured  and  evacuated) 

-  Stragglers  by  organization 

-  Morale 

-  Civilian  population  (status  of  evacuation, 
unusual  events  incident  to  control  and 
administration) 

Battle  casualties  were  reported  on  a  24  hour  basis, 
through  unit,  division,  corp,  and  higher.  Indications 
are  that  strength  accounting  was  also  reported  through 
command  channels.  The  conclusion  of  the  Board  is  that 
G-1  functions  cannot  be  satisfactorily  provided  thru 
the  use  of  the  adjutant  general  channels.  The  adjutant 
general’s  reports,  although  possibly  more  accurate, 
lose  their  practical  value  because  of  the  delay 
involved.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  assigned  mission, 

G-1  reports  must  be  received  and  compiled  by  the  most 
expeditious  moans  available.  All  information  of  an 
administrative  or  historical  nature  should  be  procured 
through  adjutant  general  reporting  channels.  All 
requirements  for  G-1  reporting  should  bo  soley  on  an 
operational  basis.  C7]  This  conclusion  is  still  valid 


In  light  o-f  th«  prvsant  day  approach  to  strangth 
accounting.  Aggragata  strangth  is  raportad  through 
oparational  channals,  whila  tha  mora  datailad  (although 
slowar)  casualty  data  is  raportad  through  tha  Adjutant 
Ganeral  channals. 

Uhila  spaci-fic  information  cor.carning  tha  strangths 
of  tha  combatants  is  vary  limitad,  tha  3rd  Infantry 
Division’s  aftar  action  raport  doas  contain  a 
cumulativa  casualty  raport  which  raflacts  total 
casual tias  suf farad  during  tha  month  of  April  1945. 
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In  Addition,  Colonel  McGArr,  Commander  o-f  the  30th  Infantry 
Regiment  gives  some  Insight  into  the  status  of  the  30th  Infantry 
Regiment  prior  to  and  after  operations  in  Nuremburg  (April  1945)', 
in  his  journal.  C103 

1.  Combat  Strength  at  beginning  of  period: 

Officers:  103 
Enlisted:  2491 
Warrant  Officers:  4 

2.  Casualties: 


lyai 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

MIA  to  KIA 

POW 

NBC 

Replacmnts. 

Reassigned 


QitlCCCl 

1 

7 
O 
O 
1 

12 

8 
17 


3.  Miscellaneous  Changes: 

MIA  to  Dty.  O 
Dty  to  Trnsf.  2 
Dty  to  AWOL  0 
AWOL  to  Dty  0 
Dty  to  Conf.  0 
Conf.  to  Dty  0 
Conf.  to  Trnsf.  1 
Dty  to  D/S  1 
D/S  to  T/D  2 
Dty  to  T/D  38 
T/D  to  Dty  34 
T/D  to  AWOL  0 
T/D  to  Hospital  1 


EoLLltld 

24 

142 

13 

4 

2 

241 

260 

289 


14 

3 
18 
18 

4 
2 
1 
7 

447 

392 

1 

1 


Warrant  officer  changes: 

Duty  to  T/D  :  2 
T/D  to  Duty  :  1 

4.  Combat  Strength  at  End  of  Period: 

Officers  :  103 

Enlisted  :  2590 

Warrant  Officers:  3 
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Parhaps  no  concXuaionB  can  ba  drawn  from  Colonal  McGarr'a 
atrangth  atatual 

howavar,  it  Im  plain  that  hi a  raglmant’a  aggragata  atrangth  did 
incraaaa  by  tha  and  of  tha  month,  daapita  tha  fact  that  hia  unit 
had  juat  participatad  in  auatainad  oparationa.  It  appaara  ha  waa 
abla  to  obtain  aufficiant  raplacamanta  to  maintain  hia  forca. 

Inaighta  into  Gar man  atrangth  accounting  and  tha  like  ara 
limitad  at  baat.  LTG  Haialip,  in  hia  aftar  action  raport  for  XV 
Corpa  actiona  againat  tha  anamy  (April  1945),  aatimataa  Garman 
caaualty  loaa  aa  followa: 

"Generally,  an  eatimata  of  two  to  three  priaonara 
of  war  to  each  other  type  of  caaualty  ia 
conai dared  a  logical  baaia  for  determining  anamy 
losses.  Howavar,  anamy  casualties  during  April 
could  not  be  figured  on  this  baaia.  Small  and 
large  scale  aur renders  lowered  tha  percentage  of 
Garman  wounded  and  killed.  Consequently  and 

estimate  of  145,000  total  anamy  casualties  was 
made  based  on  the  number  of  prisoners  captured 
(128,262).  During  the  month  of  April,  the  Corps 
contacted  elements  of  divisions  and  battle  groups 
totalling  approximately  45,000  and  miscellaneous 
units  the  original  strengths  of  which  is 
impossible  to  estimate.  Of  the  45,000  men  id 

definable  units,  a  total  of  34,000  were  believed 
to  have  become  casualties."  Cl 13 

No  definitive  information  concerning  overall  medical  support 
during  the  operation  was  available.  The  3rd  Infantry  Division’s 
after  action  report  provides  some  insight  into  medical  procedures 
during  the  operation.  The  3rd  Infantry  Division's  medical 
section  reported  that  it  faced  some  difficulty  setting  up  in  the 
Bavarian  towns  and  cities  through  which  the  Division  passed. 
Only  three  times  during  the  month  of  April  did  any  medical 
installation  remain  in  place  for  more  than  24  hours.  Clearing 
stations  and  other  medical  support  facilities  were  constantly 

relocating  forward  as  the  Division  advanced  on  Nuremburg.  C12] 

No  definitive  or  elective  surgery  was  performed  during  the 
period.  Only  that  surgery  attendant  upon  evacuation  of  battle 

losses  was  considered.  The  Division  suffered  a  total  of  686 
battle  casualties  during  the  period.  Of  these,  616  were  wounded, 
while  70  recieved  minor  injuries  during  the  fight.  In  the  minor 
injury  category,  59  mild  wounds  or  injuries  were  treated  with 
subsequent  return  to  duty. 
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UbIII 

uia 

‘6 

Infantry 

535 

86.8 

Artillery 

18 

3.0 

Misccl laneous 

63 

10.2 

Total 

616 

100.0 

Surprisingly,  th«  distribution  o-f  battls  lossss  by  branch  for 
ths  3rd  Infantry  Division  clossly  approx imatss  Tab la  5-9 
(Distribution  of  Battls  Lossas  by  Branch)  in  FM  101-10-1,  Staff 
Officers*  Field  Manual  Organization,  Technical  and  Logistic  Data 
(Unclassified  Data). 

The  3rd  Infantry  Division  goes  on  to  report  that  evacuation 
of  wounded  did  not  become  a  problem  until  the  routes  from 
clearing  stations  to  evacuation  hospitals  became  longer  due  to 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  Division.  The  extremely  low  rate  of 
casualties  during  the  period  and  the  excellent  road  network 
precluded  serious  problems.  C143 

The  after  action  report  from  Headquarters,  Continental 
Advance  Section,  ACS-G4  (May  1945)  indicates  that  evacuation  out 
of  the  theater  was  principally  by  air.  There  were  three  air 
holding  stations  in  operation:  Y-96  (Darmstadt);  Y-88  (Wertheim); 
and  Y-90  (Giebelstadt) .  The  station  at  Darmstadt  was  closed  on 
20  April  1945  and  moved  to  Crallsheim  on  27  April  1945.  (Note: 
Probably  to  keep  pace  with  the  allied  advance  in  the 
Nuremburg /Munich  Area.)  The  patient  load  from  Army  remained 
steady  and  at  no  time  was  there  a  backlog  of  patients.  1153 

Both  after  action  reports  depict  rapidly  advancing  units 
driving  on  Nuremburg  and  attempts  by  medical  personnel  to  keep 
pace  with  that  advance.  In  the  case  of  the  3rd  Infantry 
Division,  relatively  light  casualties  enabled  evacuation  of 
wounded  personnel  (probably  by  vehicle)  to  take  place  without 
significant  problems. 


ECSYSSjt  MaCSbdll 

Provost  Marshall  activities  during  the  operation  centered 
around  three  areas:  traffic  control,  prisoners  of  war,  and  law 

enforcement.  Reports  from  the  3rd  Infantry  Division  spoke  of 
maintaining  traffic  control  during  the  course  of  the  operation, 
particularly  during  the  river  and  canal  crossings.  In  its 
comments  and  lessons  learned,  the  3rd  Infantry  Division  indicates 
that  the  establishment  of  regimental  traffic  control  posts  at  the 
rear  of  each  regimental  boundary  greatly  facilitated  the  control 
and  flow  of  traffic  throughout  the  forward  areas.  It  especially 
increased  control  of  traffic  priorities  during  river  crossings. 
C163 
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Pri  sonars  o-f  wsr  prassntad  m  uni  quo  problsm  -for  law 

•nf orcemsnt  authoritios.  As  Allisd  -forcas  drova  daapar  into  tha 
Gar  man  Rapublic,  hundrads  of  All  lad  pri  sonars  wara  -fraad,  whila 
German  prisoners  were  taken  in  droves.  The  14th  Armored  Division 
reports  taking  hundreds  of  enemy  prisoners  and  problems  with 
movement  of  the  prisoners  to  the  rear,  C17D  XV  Corps  reports 
that  its  rapid  advance  lad  to  the  capture  of  116  German  hospitals 
and  28  POW  camps  resulting  in  the  release  of  26,015  Allied 
personnel.  Tha  3rd  Infantry  Division  alona  reports  the  capture 
of  21,642  prisoners  and  325  civilians  during  April  1945. 
Consequently,  there  was  a  growing  strain  on  the  Provost 

Marshall's  ability  to  manage  the  glut  of  prisoners,  both  Allied 
and  German.  The  Continental  Advance  Section  ACS-G4  does  report 
that  the  following  prisoner  of  war  temporary  enclosures  (PWTE) 
were  in  operation: 


UQCdiiQhi  ceedciiY 

Bohl  10,000 
Worms  5,000 
Lodwigshafen  100,000 
Hailbrohn  100,000 

Note:  There  was  an  additional  PWTE  planned  in  the 
Heilbronn  area  which  was  to  have  a  capacity  of 
70,000.  C19: 

Not  much  is  recorded  to  indicate  Provost  Marshall  involvement 
or  problems  in  the  area  of  law  enforcement.  The  3rd  Infantry 
Divsion's  after  action  report  indicates  continued  activity  in  the 
areas  of  confinement,  investigations,  and  traffic. 


ENDNOTES 

Cl]  Final  Report  -  Q3  Saction,  Haadquartara,  6th  Army  Group 
(March  1945),  R-10308. 

C2]  Collapsa  o-f  tha  Garman  Wahrmacht  (B-2  Summary  o-f  Enamy 
Activity  on  XXI  Corps  Front)  28  Fabruary  thru  6  May  1945,  pg.  9, 
R- 10307. 

C3]  Ibid. 

C4]  Raport  o-f  Raplacamant  Board,  Dapartmant  o^  tha  Army,  1947, 
pg,  7. 

C53  History  o-f  Qparations,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Battery,  42d  Division  Artillery  (April  1945). 

C6]  History  o-f  tha  14th  Armored  Division  (1  April  1945  -  9  May 
1945) ,  N-12429. 

C7]  Theater  General  Board,  USFET  pg.  25,  R-1300B. 

C8]  A-fter  Action  Report,  3rd  In-fantry  Division  (1  April  1945  - 

24  April  1945),  Section  III-  Personnel. 

C9]  Ibid. 

CIOD  Colonel  McGarr's  Journal,  Headquarters,  30th  In-fantry  (1 
April  1945  -  30  April  1945),  N-18394.6C. 

Cll]  XV  Corps'  Actions  Against  the  Enemy,  A-fter  Action  Raport 
(April  1945),  pgs.  74-75. 

C123  A-fter  Action  Report,  3rd  In-fantry  Division  (1  April  1945  - 
24  April  1945),  Section  V  -  Special  Staf-f. 

C13]  Ibid. 

C14]  Ibid. 

C15]  A-fter  Action  Report,  Headquarters  Continental  Advance 
Section,  ACS  -  G4  (May  1945). 

C16]  See  *  11. 

C17]  See  #  5. 

CIS]  See  «  10. 


C19]  See  #  14. 


V.  Dvmcriptlon  o-f  th«  Action 

During  tha  pariod  12-20  April  1949,  fragmantary  unita  o-f  tha 
First  Barman  Army  wara  stratchad  -from  the  Lowanstain  Hills  to  tha 
city  o-f  Nurambarg.  This  was  Bermany's  ramaining  “-front  lina"  in 
tha  wast,  and  it  was  dafandad  by  an  estimatad  19,000  in-fantry 
troops,  20  artillary  battalions,  and  100  odd  tanks  and 
sal -f -propall ad  guns.  US  -forcas  had  no  -firm  intal  1  igancef  but,  it 
appeared  that  tha  Bermans  wera  slowly  withdrawing  to  concentrata 
thair  ramaining  -forcas  in  southaastern  Bermany.  Cll  Nuremberg 
would  prove  to  be  a  major  obstacle.  Tha  city  was  not  only  a 
railway  and  highway  node,  but  also  the  lasting  shrine  to  tha  rise 
o-f  the  Nazi  Party.  Hitler  instructed  that  the  city  would  be 
de-f ended  “to  the  last  man". 

The  Seventh  Army’s  mission  was  to  pierce  the  Berman  de-fenses 
and  to  attrit  their  -forcas  be-fora  they  could  reach  the  Austrian 
Alps.  The  Seventh  Army’s  rapid  and  success-ful  drive  is  depicted 
in  Nap  1.  The  key  to  the  operation  was  tha  capture  o-f  Nuremberg. 
The  struggle  -for  that  city  was  characterized  by  intense  -fighting 
between  16-20  April  1949,  see  Map  2.  The  -following  is  a  sequence 
o-f  the  events: 


AS  dBCii  12^S 

The  operational  plan  -for  capturing  Nuremberg  called  for 
an  envelopment  by  elements  o-f  XV  Corps.  Assistance,  as  needed, 
was  to  be  provided  by  XXI  Corps.  C21  Within  XV  Corps,  tha 
attacking  divisions  formed  a  two-prong  attack.  The  3rd  Infantry 
Division,  on  the  corps  right,  would  cross  the  Regnitz  River  and 
attack  the  city  from  the  north.  In  the  center,  the  45th  Infantry 
Division  would  attack  from  the  east.  The  14th  Armored  Division 
would  maintain  the  corps’  left  flank  and  screen  south  and  east  of 
Nuremberg  out  to  about  19  miles.  Similarly,  the  106th  Cavalry 
Group  would  complete  the  screening  mission  southwest  of  the  city. 


While  approaching  Nuremberg  on  April  15,  the  XV  Corps  met 
only  minor  resistance.  Elements  of  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
closed  to  within  five  miles  of  the  city.  German  resistance 
consisted  of  defended  roadblocks,  sniper  activity,  machine-gun 
emplacements,  and  some  27  German  bombing  and  strafing  sorties. 
Nevertheless,  XV  Corps  recorded  4,279  enemy  prisoners  that  day 
alone.  In  addition,  XII  Tactical  Air  Force  supported  XV  Corps 
with  120  bombing  and  strafing  sorties  on  enemy  motor  transports 
and  troop  concentrations.  153 
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The  3rd  end  4Sth  Infantry  Divisions  were  poised  for  the 
assault  and  the  14th  Armored  Division  and  the  106th  Cavalry  Group 
completed  the  screen  line  to  the  east,  south,  and  southwest.  The 
3rd  Infantry  Division  began  its  movement  across  the  Rsgnitz  River 
at  0435  hours  with  the  30th  Infantry  Regiment  on  the  right,  the 
7th  Infantry  Regiment  in  the  center,  and  the  15th  Infantry 
Regiment  on  the  left.  C4]  Within  the  division's  sector,  only 
minor  resistance  was  encountered  in  the  numerous  small  towns 
north  of  Nuremberg.  Each  town  was  systematically  cleared  to 
preclude  the  bypassing  of  enemy  troops.  The  1st  Bn  7th  Infantry 
moved  through  the  town  of  Erlangen  and  forced  a  surrender  at  1435 
hours.  Although  enemy  resistance  was  light,  forward  movement  by 
the  division  was  slowed  by  the  successive  clearing  operations. 

The  3rd  Division's  regiments  continued  to  advance  throughout 
the  day.  Their  immediate  objectives  were  primarily  towns  and 
wooded  areas.  By  2200  hours,  all  units  began  reporting  increased 
small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  mortar  fire  from  prepared 
positions.  The  division  maintained  its  position  throughout  that 
night  and  employed  aggressive  patrolling  to  maintain  contact 
between  friendly  units. 

The  45th  Infantry  Division  approached  Nuremberg  from  the 
east.  Divisional  forces  included  the  179th  Infantry  Regiment  on 
the  right?  the  180th  Infantry  Regiment  in  the  center?  and  the 
southern-most  157th  Infantry  Regiment  on  the  division's  left 
flank.  The  179th  Infantry  Regiment  maintained  contact  with  the 
3rd  Infantry  Division  in  the  north.  The  179th  was  organized  with 
three  infantry  battalions,  the  645th  TD  Bn(->,  and  the  160th  FA 
Bn  (DS) .  Further,  A  Co,  2nd  Cml  Mort  Bn  was  attached  to  the 
regiment,  and  B  Co,  120th  Engr  Bn  provided  direct  support.  Enemy 
activity  was  moderate.  Both  the  2/ 179th  and  the  3/ 179th 
encountered  enemy  artillery  and  small  arms  fire  throughout  the 
day.  The  action  was  most  intense  in  2nd  Bn's  sector.  Many  enemy 
prisoners  were  reported  captured. 

The  180th  Infantry  Regiment  was  organized  with  three  infantry 
battalions  and  the  171st  FA  Bn  (DS) .  In  addition,  one  platoon  of 
the  2nd  Cml  Mort  Bn  was  attached  to  the  regiment,  and  C  Co,  120th 
Engr  Bn  was  provided  engineer  support.  Enemy  resistance  was 
strongest  in  the  town  of  Fishbach  (on  the  highway  between  Lauf 
and  Nuremberg).  There,  two  battalions  of  the  180th  Inf 
encountered  effective  enemy  small  arms,  machine-gun,  and 
artillery  fires.  Fishbach  had  to  be  cleared  before  advancing  to 
Nuremberg.  C53 

Upon  reaching  the  southern  outskirts  of  Nuremberg,  the  157th 
Infantry  Regiment  swung  westerly  to  make  contact  with  XXI  Corps 
and  to  complete  the  encirclement.  The  157th  Inf  was  organized 
with  three  battalions,  the  191st  Tank  Bn,  one  company  from  the 
645th  TD  Bn,  and  the  158th  FA  Bn  (DS) .  Company  C  (-)  of  the  2nd 
Cml  Mort  Bn  was  attached  to  the  regiment,  and  A  Co,  120th  Engr  Bn 


provided  direct  support.  Also,  the  45th  Recon  Trp  o<f  the  i06th 
Cevslry  Group  maintained  friendly  contact  on  the  division’s  left 
flank.  The  regiment  encountered  little  organized  resistance  on 
15  April.  The  action  resulted  in  the  capture  of  several  enemy 
tanks  and  88mm  guns  plus  numerous  German  prisoners. 
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Having  surrounded  Nuremberg  on  three  sides,  XV  Corps 
tightened  its  grip  on  the  city.  The  attacking  divisions  <3rd  and 
4Sth)  continued  the  assault.  Drawing  nearer  to  the  city,  the 
attackers  met  with  ever  increasing  German  resistance.  The 
Germans  were  concentrating  in  the  city,  and  effective  fires, 
consisting  of  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  88mm  flak  guns, 
were  directed  against  the  attacking  US  units. 

The  3rd  Division  continued  its  attack  to  the  south  with  three 
regiments  abreast.  Under  increased  pressure,  the  division 
cleared  the  towns  on  the  northern  outskirts  of  Nuremberg  and 
began  closing  on  the  city  proper.  Because  the  division’s  sector 
was  narrowing,  the  30th  Infantry  Regiment  was  shifted  from  the 
division’s  right  to  the  left  flank.  Divisional  artillery  and 
tactical  air  support  were  directed  at  emplaced  anti-aircraft 
batteries.  Later  in  the  day,  unite  of  the  3rd  Division  entered 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  city  and  captured  the  railroad 
station.  C61 

The  14th  Armored  Division’s  orders  were  amended,  and  its 
screening  mission  on  the  eastern  and  southern  sides  of  Nuremberg 
were  changed  to  flank  protection  east  of  the  city,  C73  The 
division’s  southern  boundary  was  now  the  Ludwig’s  Canal.  To  the 
East,  the  14th  Division  was  to  maintain  contact  with  the 
neighboring  3rd  Army.  Throughout  the  last  several  days,  the  14th 
Armored  Division  had  only  light,  sporadic  contact  with  the  enemy. 


Regiments  of  the  45th  Division  continued  to  close  on 
Nuremberg.  Task  organization  and  regimental  sectors  remained  as 
on  the  previous  day.  The  179th  Infantry  Regiment  continued  the 
advance  with  three  infantry  battalions  in  column.  Leading  the 
advance,  3rd  Bn/ 179th  Inf  received  most  of  the  small  arms  and 
B8mm  fires.  Qverall,  enemy  resistance  was  light.  In  the  center 
of  the  division’s  sector,  the  180th  Inf  encountered  heavier 
action.  Progress  was  slowed  by  enemy  machine-gun  positions  and 
small  arms  fire.  Leading  elements  of  the  regiment  destroyed  and 
seized  numerous  88mm  flak  guns,  which  were  concentrating  their 
highly  effective  fire.  The  regiment  captured  numerous  enemy 
prisoners.  The  157th  Inf  Regiment  consolidated  its  position 
south  of  the  city.  The  3rd  Bn/  157th  Inf  fought  a  stiff  battle 
in  the  town  of  Feucht  before  clearing  the  town  and  moving  along 
the  Ludwig’s  Canal  to  take  up  positions  on  the  division’s  left 
flank.  The  regimental  CP  was  established  within  the  city  limits 
at  approximately  1700  hours. 
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The  3rd  and  4Sth  Dlviaions  pressed  into  the  city. 
German  resistance  was  tenacious,  and  the  -fighting  was 

characterised  by  house~tO“house  fighting.  Buildings  were 
cleared  room  by  room  to  preclude  bypassing  enemy  positions  and 
snipers.  The  Germans  fired  their  highly  effective  88mm 

anti-aircraft  guns  point  blank  resulting  in  heavy  US  casualties. 
US  units  countered  with  concentrated  artillery  fire  and  tactical 
air  support.  Damage  to  the  city  was  extensive.  By  midnight  on 
the  18th,  US  forces  had  cleared  and  controlled  two-thirds  of 
Nuremberg. 

The  3rd  Division  entered  the  city  with  the  7th  Inf  Regt  on 
the  right,  the  15th  Inf  Regt  in  the  center,  and  the  30th  Inf  Regt 
on  the  left.  The  advance  was  slow  and  methodical.  There  was 
heavy  German  resistance  from  the  basements  of  buildings,  foxholes 
in  the  city  parks,  and  prepared  88mm  gun  emplacements.  The  7th 
Regiment  encountered  heavy  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and 
bazooka  fires.  The  Germans  fought  fanatically  and  had  to  be 
rooted  out  of  every  house  and  building.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
local  police  surrendered  only  after  tank  destroyers  were  brought 
forward.  Similarly,  the  15th  and  30th  Regiments  were  slowed  by 
stiff  enemy  resistance.  Both  regiments  reported  heavy  civilian 
sniper  fire.  All  three  regiments  withheld  one  battalion  for  rear 
security  and  mop-up  operations.  By  midnight,  divisional  units 
had  reached  the  Pegnitz  River,  which  flowed  though  the  city. 

The  45th  Division  entered  Nuremberg  from  the  east  and  the 
south.  Again,  German  resistance  was  stiff.  All  three  regiments 
reported  house— to— house  fighting  and  heavy  machine-gun  and  sniper 
fire.  Fighting  continued  throughout  the  day  and  past  the  evening 
hours.  The  180th  Infantry  Regiment  encountered  the  heaviest 
action.  Units  of  the  180th  successively  knocked  out  machine-gun 
positions  and  88mm  gun  emplacements  during  their  advance.  The 
let  Bn/ 180th  Inf  destroyed  four  50mm  mortars  and  forced  enemy 
withdrawal  deep  into  the  city.  The  180th  Regimenttsl  CP  was  set 
up  within  the  city  by  1700  hours. 
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XV  Corps  continued  its  assault  on  Nuremberg.  The  42nd 
Infantry  Division  was  detached  from  XXI  Corps  and  attacned  to  XV 
Corps  to  complete  the  encirclement  of  Nuremberg  and  to  place  the 
Battle  of  Nuremberg  fully  under  XV  Corps'  command  and  control. 
C83  Enemy  resistance  was  still  intense.  Units  reported  enemy 
fire  from  both  civilians  and  uniformed  troops.  German  artillery 
fire  lessened  as  more  and  more  of  their  gun  positions  were 
destroyed  or  overrun. 

Despite  heavy  German  resistance,  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
was  relentless  in  their  assault.  The  division  crossed  the 
Pegnitz  River  over  existing  bridges,  which  were  left  intact  by 
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the  withdrawing  German  forceti.  Movement  was  generally  slowt 
however,  by  1100  hours,  one  company  o-f  the  7th  Inf  Regt  entered 
the  Old  City,  in  the  heart  of  Nuremberg.  The  15th  Inf  Regt 
reached  the  walls  of  the  Old  City  by  1200  hours.  After  a  ten 
minute  artillery  preparation,  the  30th  Inf  Regt  entered  the  Old 
City  from  the  east.  Gy  2235  hours,  all  three  regiments  of  the 
division  had  units  within  the  walls  of  the  Old  City.  They  had 
been  able  to  enter  the  walls  through  the  existing  gates. 
Although  German  artillery  fire  was  severely  degraded,  enemy 
resistance  continued  with  heavy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire. 

The  mission  of  the  14th  Armored  Division  remained  the  same. 
Enemy  resistance,  though  light  and  sporadic,  was  reportedly 
heavier  than  the  previous  day.  CCA  reported  an  enemy 

concentration  in  the  town  of  Neumarket.  Intelligence  established 
the  presence  there  of  elements  of  the  17th  SS  Division. 

The  42nd  Infantry  Division  was  directed  to  attack  and  capture 
the  town  of  Furth,  northwest  of  Nuremberg.  Thereafter,  it  was  to 
assist  the  3rd  and  the  45th  Infantry  Divisions  in  securing 
Nuremberg.  C91  The  42nd  Division,  with  the  222nd  Inf  Regt  in 

the  north,  the  242nd  Inf  Regt  in  the  center,  and  the  232nd  Inf 
Regt  in  the  south,  proceeded  to  attack  Furth.  The  regiments 
pressed  the  attack  all  day  against  determined  German  resistance. 
Again,  comoat  was  house-to-house  and  movement  was  slow  but 
methodical.  The  42nd  Division  secured  Furth  and  continued  its 
advance  into  Nuremberg  on  the  19th. 

As  the  eastern  sector  narrowed,  much  of  the  179th  Inf  Regt  of 
the  45th  Division  was  located  behind  the  advance  of  the  180th  Inf 
Regt.  The  let  Bn/179th  Inf  Regt  conducted  a  division  blocking 
mission.  The  2nd  Bri/179th  Inf  Regt  was  designated  the  division 
reserve.  Neither  unit  encountered  significant  action. 

The  180th  Inf  Regt  was  driving  deeper  int  )  the  city  with  its 
three  battalions  on  line;  the  2nd  Bn  was  on  the  left,  the  1st  Bn 
in  the  center,  and  the  3rd  Bn  on  the  right.  The  let  Bn 
encountered  only  light  enemy  opposition.  However,  progress  by 
the  2nd  Bn  was  repeatedly  slowed  by  sniper  and  machine-gun  fire. 
The  2nd  Bn  captured  a  railroad  station  and  took  50  German 
prisoners.  Advancing  west  towards  the  Old  City,  3rd  Bn  reached 
the  walls  of  the  inner  city.  There,  the  advance  was  slowed  by 
strongly  defended  German  positions  and  Bazooka  and  sniper  fire. 

The  157th  Inf  Regt  cleared  the  southern  portion  of  Nuremberg 
and  continued  northwest  towards  Furth.  Their  objective  was  to 
secure  the  highway  between  Furth  and  Nuremberg.  Their  progress 
was  impeded  by  enemy  resistance  and  time  intensive  house-to-house 
fighting.  Nevertheless,  by  the  end  of  the  day  the  regiment 
established  a  CP  in  the  city,  and  forward  units  were  located  at 
the  southern  edge  of  the  Old  City. 
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Th«  3rd  Infantry  Division  startad  its  final  assault  from 
the  previous  day's  positions  within  the  walls  of  the  Old  City. 
Movement  was  slow,  but  it  was  evident  that  German  resistance  was 
faltering.  German  strong  points  were  repeatedly  destroyed  by 
overwhelming  firepower.  Two  companies  of  the  30th  Inf  Regt 
reached  Adolf  Hitler  Platz,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  at  115S 
hours.  The  division  reached  its  objective  and  reported  its  zone 
cleared  at  1400  hours. 

Likewise,  the  42nd  Division  continued  its  advance  and  made 
contact  with  forward  elements  of  the  3rd  and  45th  Divisions.  The 
42nd  Division  halted  its  advance  and  maintained  its  forward 
positions.  Mop-up  and  security  operations  continued  in  the 
division's  rear  area. 

The  45th  Infantry  Division’s  final  assault  was  conducted  by 
the  180th  Inf  Regt.  The  179th  Inf  Regt  continued  its  blocking 

and  reserve  mission.  The  157th  Inf  Regt  was  mopping  up  its 

sector  of  Nuremberg  and  protecting  the  division's  left  flank. 
Only  the  180th  reported  significant  action. 

The  180th  Inf  Regt  spent  much  of  the  day  clearing  its  sector. 
The  1st  Bn  eliminated  the  remaining  German  resistance  and 
reported  its  zone  secure  at  1600  hours.  The  3rd  Bn  fought  the 
entire  previous  night  (19th}  to  clear  enemy  positions  from  the 
buildings  on  the  east  side  of  the  Old  City.  This  operation 
continued  throughout  the  day  on  the  20th  until  the  battalion 
reported  its  zone  cleared  and  secure  at  1600  hours.  The  2nd 
Bn/ 180th  Regt  had  captured  70  German  prisoners  by  0600  hours. 
During  the  day,  the  battalion  encountered  only  limited  German 

resistance.  At  1900  hours,  it  was  noted  that  many  of  the 

remaining  enemy  had  taken  refuge  in  an  elaborate  underground 
passage  system.  After  a  brief  fight,  approximately  200  Germans 
surrendered  and  the  passages  were  cleared  by  2100  hours.  CIOI 
The  45th  Infantry  Division  reported  its  sector  cleared  at  2250 
hours. 
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XV  Corps  reported  the  city  of  Nuremberg  to  be  clear  and 
secure  at  2250  hours  on  20  April  1945.  The  MOUT  operation  of 
Nuremberg  was  clearly  a  victory  for  the  US  Seventh  Army.  Success 
at  Nuremberg  was  not  the  result  of  any  spectacular  tactical 
event.  Rather,  victory  was  a  direct  result  of  battle-hardened  US 
veterans  refusing  to  be  denied.  The  fighting  involved 
building-to-building,  room-to-rcom,  and  at  times  hand-to-hand 
combat.  Forward  movement  was  slow  and  methodical  to  preclude  the 
bypassing  of  enemy  positions.  Constant  pressure  applied  by  US 
infantry,  tanks,  artillery,  and  tactical  air  power  resulted  in 
many  enemy  prisoners  and  deteriorated  the  German's  ability  to 
sustain  the  battle.  Although  difficult  in  urban  operations,  US 
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command  and  control  was  aldsd  by  thorough  planning,  racognlzabl* 
boundarias  and  objactivas,  and  tha  constant  usa  of  patrols  and 
runnars  to  maintain  frlandly  contact. 

On  21  and  22  April  1945,  paradas  and  caramonlas  wara  hald  in 
tha  city  of  Nurambarg  to  calabrata  tha  captura  of  "tha  most 
German  of  all  cities".  Cl 13 

In  summary,  tha  Germans  failed  in  Nuremberg  because  they 
wara  out-manned,  out -gunned,  and,  in  the  end,  out-fought  by  a 
superior  US  force.  The  fall  of  Nuremberg  was  a  crusning  blow  to 
the  rapidly  faltering  German  Army. 
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VI.  Conclusion 


Ths  Battle  o-f  Nuremburg  Mas  fought  three  weeks  before  Nazi 
Germany's  unconditional  surrender  on  May  7,  1945.  Actually,  the 
outcome  of  the  war  was  no  longer  in  doubt.  However,  the  capture 
of  Nuremburg  itself  must  have  been  a  psychological  death  blow  to 
the  crumbling  Third  Reich.  Hitler  gave  the  order  to  defend  the 
city  “to  the  last  man".  But,  even  though  some  defenders  fought 
tenaciously  to  the  end,  the  weight  of  many  thousands  of  German 
prisoners  signified  that  the  German  Army  was  unwilling  to 
sacrifice  further. 

The  mission  of  the  U.S.  Seventh  Army  was  to  cut  off  the 
German  withdrawal  to  the  Austrian  Alps  Trapping  sizeable  enemy 
forces  in  Nuremburg  and  then  capturing  the  city  increased  the 
speed  of  the  operation.  The  double  envelopment  of  the  city  was 
planned  and  conducted  brilliantly.  The  Germans  were  separated 
from  possible  resupply  and  were  steadfastly  forced  from  their 
defensible  positions.  Though  movement  was  slow  and  often 
characterized  by  house-to-house  combat,  the  operation 
methodically  cleared  the  city. 

The  defenders  of  Nuremburg  succumbed  to  battle-hardened  U.S. 
forces  that  were  superior  in  number.  Good  planning  and  command 
and  control  were  key  ingredients  to  success.  Continuous  U.S. 
pressure,  bolstered  by  timely  combat  support  and  logistics, 
sealed  the  fate  of  the  German  defenders  of  Nuremburg. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Barn®*,  Richard  H.  fiCCBCQUCtrrSBBtUDbaC  1245  •  Fort 

Laavcnworth,  KS:  Command  and  Gancral  Staff  Coll®g®,  1982. 

CGSC  Library:  ditSC  actlQQ  BBBQCta.  USACiaUBCtBCS*. 

CQQtlQfiQtal  adYaace  SecLtlQQ«.  a£S=65«.  OaY  i25S  • 

CGSC  Library.  ElQal  BfiBQCt  a£  tbS  6=2  6S£tLQQ«.  UQ*.  d&b 
aCGY  6CQUB  •  July  1,  1943.  R— 10308. 

CGSC  Library.  Q-2  5UGffiaCY  Bi  EafiffiY  actlYltY  QQ  ILILL  CfiCBS 

EcQQt  28  EebcuacY  tbcu  8  UaY  1255  • 

CGSC  Library.  BistQCY  q£  QBSCatlQQ&v  UBB  52(1  QIyIsIqq 

aclillscYx  aDCil  1255  > 

CGSC  Library.  BlatCCY  Qi  tbS  15tb  acOOfiCed  QlYlalQQ  1 

BECilr  2  May  1942  •  N- 12429. 

CGSC  Library.  UlstQCy  fit  tbe  52d  iQidQtCY  ClylSlSQ  IQC  tbs 
PgciQd  1=22  aBCll  1255  • 

CGSC  Library.  QaecatlQQS  Qi  tbe  55tb  iQlaatCY  QIyISLQQx 
1=52  ABCiL  1255  .  R-12166. 

CGSC  Library.  BfiBBCt  Qi  BeBlaBSOent  Baacdi.  bBEB  •  1947. 

CGSC  Library:  BSBQCt  QQ  tbe  aatlYltlSS  LQ  CSQtCal  BeCfflaQY 

Qi  tbs  SaeBLal  Staff  actlllecy  QfflQBC  518  Qf  tbe  1st  BcaiY 
betuesQ  25  Qaccb  aad  8  day  1255  .  n-17500.514. 

CGSC  Library.  5eyBQtb  US  acfliy  blstQcyj.  EbasB  12a.  Eact  2  ■ 

CGSC  Library.  SBYBOtb  US  acmy  BfiBQCt  Qf  QBBCatlQQSa.  2q1 
111  . 

CGSC  Library.  ibBatfic  SeQBcal  Baacda.  USEEI  .  R-13008. 

CGSC  Library.  Jed  iDfaDtcy  SlylSlQD  aftBC  BttiQD  BBBQCta. 
Beegrt  of  QBScatlQOSx  EIQa.  5aDa.j.  BBCjs-a.  day  1255  •  m-n 
1020. 1. 

CGSC  Library.  2cd  iQfaQtCy  BlylSlQQ  aftfiC  attlQQ  BBBQCt  1 
aBCLl=  25  aacll  1255a.  SeatlaQ  111a.  EbcsqqqbI  • 

CGSC  Library.  gg  CQCBS  BBBQCt  •  N-17500.670. 

CGSC  Library.  CacBSa.  actlOQ  Baalast  EQBOjy  Bfifiacta. 

5aD=aBC  1255  •  R- 12440. 


Chandler,  Alfred  0.  Jr.,  ed.  lbs  SsQSCl  q£  QuiObt  Qsyld 
EiSSObfildBC  •  Vol  4.  1970. 

Dippold,  Benignies  General leutnant.  EcBBSCAliQQSi  iQC  tbS 
QsisQss  Si  blucBGbucs  dyclQS  tbs  Bscisd  12zld  dscil  12^5  • 
MS#B-145. 

Foertech,  Hermann  General.  QsIqLQQS  tS  ttiB  BSSSCtS  1 

and  S  fey  BSCBCal  OaiSi:  biaussc  -  February  24,  1947. 
MS#B-349. 

Franz,  Gerhard.  QSBQCt  BQ  tbS  QBBCStiBQS  fii  ttlS  2Sd  2S 
Qi.^i.Si.QQj.  GidzbiQyeGBSC  11  tbcu  8  asCiL  IS  •  On  file  in 
CARL. 

Hauser,  Major  General.  ist  BSBfiCt  •  N17500.412A. 

Ingel hei in.  Von  Graf.  iQteccQqatlQpTLXXXll  On  file 

in  CARL. 

Kessil,  Hans  General  major.  XbS  SSCGSQ  l^QlkSStUCG  •  June 
23,  1947. 

N-17500.&10. 

MacDonald,  Charles  B.  XbS  USSt  QllSQSLys  •  Washington 

D.C.:  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Military  History.  1973. 

McGarr,  Colonel.  UcSfiCrls  asUCDdlj.  tisadgUdCtSCSj.  SQtb 

iQfantcy  AECii  1945  .  N~18394.d»C. 

utz,  Willy.  actlQQS  q£  tbs  2qS  OsyotaiQ  Id  tbs 

Rhineland^.  27  dSQyary  thru  22  Mgech  1945  .  On  file  in 
CARL. 

Von  Hobe,  Oberst  A.D.  Cord.  ESDSBC  l^aOBiSCUBBS  Xlllju  & 

aBcilz  5  Qay  121Sj.  tiistscical  fiiyisisox  bS  USBBEUB  • 

Muehlenkoppel ,  Germany.  1948.  MS#-B-‘772. 

Weigley,  Russel.  ElSBQbSUSClS  UlBUtBQBQtS  •  Bloomington: 
Indiana  University  Press.  1981. 


LJW*.  IL-TjuH 


